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Raiding Richmond’s Resources
Fran Heap

“A frog does not drink up the pond in which it lives” is a proverb which seems so appropriate to these times in
Richmond. Selectmen Bersaw, Daniels, and Wallace have repeated last year’s efforts to slash Richmond’s protec-
tive wetland setback by two-thirds and, at the January 10th Selectmen’s Meeting I attended, were actively pursuing
the sale of more than 107 acres of town-owned land ((Lot 202-31) near the cemetery on Route 32. (Rooster readers
might remember, too, that it was only April 2021 when the Selectmen proposed to sell off the 53 acre Allen lot.) I
wonder if we have lost our way...

Take a walk back in time to this quote from the Introduction of the Town of Richmond’s Master Plan 2010:

At a Master Plan Revision Committee meeting on Thursday, October 15, 2009 (17 committee members
and 13+ invited guests), the sole purpose of the gathering was to discuss the vision of our small, rural
town with population estimates of 1143 —1161 (See Appendix B/Internet). For over an hour, everyone
respectfully, poignantly, and soulfully shared their concerns about this vision. Two concerns emerged as
primary topics of the conversation: (1) Preservation of the town s rural character, a concern voiced by
the town in a survey incorporated into the 2004 edition of the Master Plan; (2) Technological updating
especially regarding cell phone and high-speed internet use. What united the two concerns and their
attendant focal points regarding land use, energy, economic opportunity, capital improvements, and town
government and services was a deep and abiding concern for community. Indeed, a certain level of grief
was expressed. Richmond s historic landscape, necessary to understand the roots of our town as com-
munity, was often spoken about. The marvelous physical and scenic characteristics of Richmond need
to be stressed and promoted. Open space and conservation ensure the future quality of life in Richmond.

Grazing Deer Tom Turkeys Display

So, Richmond, do we vote to preserve or to raid our rural resources? The ball is in your court.
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Birdhouses
Shaun Bennett

When I rebuilt my place, | made a new “flycatcher
shelf” and mounted it on the wall under a bit of over-
hanging roof. For more than forty years, the small shelf
under the eave on the old place had consistently hosted
broods of flycatchers, and I wanted the tradition to con-
tinue. It didn’t work. But, the birds found their own
place, the top of a beam which is sheltered under the
new deck. Elsewhere, I hoped a nesting box in a field
would attract a bluebird family. It hosted tree swallows
instead. Even though not what I was trying for, it was
still a good result, and a different box did become a
bluebird home.

Things don’t always turn out the way you expect,
but they are always interesting and rewarding, so I say
go forth and put up all the nest boxes you can. Making
them is a great winter project you can share with kids
while teaching them some basic carpentry skills. Putting
them up is another shared adventure. Seeing birds in
your houses is a source of satisfaction, and, if you do
it right, you may be able to choose which species ben-
efit, including some of the ones whose populations are
declining.

Planning helps. In addition to building a nest box
to dimensions which are suitable for the target spe-
cies, there are considerations, such as how high off the
ground it should be and what it should be mounted on (a
pole? a tree? the side of a building?). The entrance hole
size can be selected to exclude non-target species, and
some species prefer entrances with particular compass

orientations. Steps can be taken to prevent predation by
cats, raccoons, and other birds.

Even with good planning, there can be surprises.
One human family was very pleased with its success in
attracting an owl family to a nest box mounted on the
side of their home. However, they soon discovered that
owl chicks, like most birds, clamor for attention when
a parent returns to the nest with food. Owls feed their
young at night. Late at night. If you sleep lightly with
the window open on a warm spring night, “shouting”
owlets may not be your preferred lullaby. When the
owlets outgrew the nest, the box was relocated.

You can make bird houses out of just about any-
thing, but please avoid treated lumber and other
materials which might have been exposed to toxins. If
you want to paint your house, use latex paint, which has
fewer chemicals. Do not paint the inside. Some think
bright colors attract predators, but ’m not so sure about
that. Rough cut, green lumber works just fine and is a
lot easier on the budget, as well as being available right
here in Richmond.

Screech Owl
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Most bird houses are an imitation of a cavity which
might be found in a tree, although there are some
exceptions, like flycatcher and barn swallow “shelves”
which offer a sheltered, open platform. Great Horned
Owls prefer “cones” that are like big wire mesh dishes.
Even though this magnificent bird is declining in the
Northeast, I don’t recommend trying to accommodate
them. The cones need to be about 45 feet above the
ground, greatly increasing the probability you will
break your neck during installation. Furthermore, the
birds choose their nest sites very early and lay eggs in
February and March (too late to put one up now). Not
only that, but the suggested separation between nest
sites is 1.5 miles, and any bird that can’t find a natu-
ral place to nest in that much territory, more than two
square miles, probably should find another line of work.

But I digress. As I was saying before the owls inter-
rupted, birdhouses are like tree cavities, and, regardless
of the design for a particular species, all of them need
certain features including the following:

* Drain holes in the bottom to let out any rainwater
which enters. In many cases, you can just cut a bit
of the corners off the floor board to make drains.

* Vents near the top to let out hot air. Smallish holes
or gaps between boards will do.

* A hinged side or other means to open up the house
for cleaning. (Old nests should be removed annu-
ally well after nesting season has concluded, say
early September.) Many designs include ways to
include this feature easily and without having to buy
an actual hinge.

Other elements may be specific to the sort of nest
box you are building. Most are pretty simple, but, if
you want to get into details, there are plenty of special
considerations. For example, you may find that blue-
bird and swallow nests are parasitized by blowflies that
can kill the chicks. Controlling these parasites is tricky,
and pesticides do more harm than good. If this one
interests you, check:
http://nysbs.org/handouts/BlowfliesandBluebirds.pdf

Though I have never actually seen this myself, there
are credible reports that some birds will use cavities,
including suitable birdhouses to sleep in during winter.

In some cases, a number of birds will crowd in and share
the warmth. If you want to facilitate this, you should
make a birdhouse that can be “winterized” with a few
simple steps, like inverting the entrance panel, so that
the hole is lower, and warm air can be better trapped
inside (vents plugged, too). A little on-line research
will help.

Which species do you want to attract? The easiest
and most authoritative source of information on bird-
houses for particular species is NestWatch, which is
hosted by the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, one of
the finest ornithological organizations in the US. (Their
Smartphone Bird ID app, Merlin Bird ID, is fantastic -
and it’s free.) Go to:

https://nestwatch.org/learn/all-about-birdhouses/

right-bird-right-house/

Find the plans which match your interests, includ-
ing: where to place the bird house, the size of the cavity
and entrance, and the best orientation. Or, you could
just make your own design. I’ve seen birds nest in tin
cans and mail baskets. You’ll probably get some no
matter what you do.

Common Kestrel
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This year, I am going to try for kestrels, our smallest
hawk. If that works, maybe I’ll try some bat houses.
But that’s a different Rooster article.

Note: I would like to know how your experience with

birdhouses turns out and to have any other thoughts you

can share about this or any of the other topics on which

I have written for the Rooster. Please email me at:
119and32@gmail.com

a

[EDITOR’S NOTE - For online access to this public
bluebird box diagram, please visit:

https.://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2010/03/
newcomb-vic-offers-family-bluebird-nest-box-
workshop.html]

nd for this public winter roost diagram, please visit:
https://www.pgc.pa.gov/InformationResources/
Documents/plan’.pdf']
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WANTED TO BUY

Toys Vintage Photographs and Clothing Old Radios

Pottery
Frames
Cameras

Blue Decorated Stone

Tools

ware Old Telephones

Musical Instruments Old Electric Fans

We are currently looking to purchase many
Danny Wahl  different tems, including but not limted to these tems ~ 603-239-7200

Plan 53 Winter Roost

SUPPLIES HEEDED:

LUMBER:

ONE - 17 X 107X 10" BOARD
ONE - 3" LOMNG 378" WOODEN DOWEL
GTHER TOOLS AMND SUPPLIES NEEDED:

SCREW DRIVER,

TWO SMALL HINGES.

1-1727 LOMG WOOD OR GALVANIZED DRYWALL SCREWS.
CAULMIMNG: TUBE OF BLACK ROOF CEMEMNT.

CALLIKIMNG GLMN FORABOWVE.

BLACH STAIN OR PAINT.

BLACH ROLLED ROOFENG: 9-3/4°X 15-1L/47

UTILITY KMNIFEWATH SMNAP OFF BLADES.

ASSEMELY TMSTRUCTIONS:

Cul out parts & dnll 387 holes all the way through FRONT,
BACK. & SIDES as showr.

With kesife, roughen intesor surfaces with scratchos 3%~
aparn for climbéne foothatds.

Aniach oo to upger NEht side wath hinges. Inser] 9-1,2°
o pao sides, glung or caulking ends in place.
ack edges of SIDES and attach 1o BACK. Clean
excess caulk,

CAULKING SEAMS ELIMIMATES DRAFTS.

INstall Fioor. Use only L screw on nght side 1o Securns
batton of door,

Artach RCOST LEDGE 10 BACH and left SIDE.

Comeant 117 gowels into holes on BACK.

Cautk front edges of SIDES.

Push ox FRONT into place and, at the same time, akign
and gue dowels nto holes iocated in box FRONT. Secune
with screws,

Apply bead of caulk to top of SIDES. FRONT. and back,
edge of ROOFE Attach ROOF,

ADPly 2 0F 3 coats of black stain/paint o exienor.

Azply bead of caulk on roof surface and edges. Push
ROLULED ROOFING inta place. Glean excess caulk. Caulx
back edge of roled roofing where it DUTES 3ainst BACH.

If necessary, staples or roofing nails may be used 1o help
Rold Foofingin place until cement has cuned.
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A Friend On
Granite Hill Road

Jerry Gomario, Pres. DAILY 8 AM - 8 PM

P.O. Box 585 West Swanzey, NH, 03469

HOURS

352-3409 SUN. B AM - 8 PM



https://www.facebook.com/Gomarlos-Supermarket-522730534461254/
https://www.jdwahlantiques.com/Default.asp

Linguine with Shrimp and
Garlic Cream Sauce
Terri O’Rorke

Ingredients
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

8 ounces fresh linguine

12 large shrimp, peeled

8 cloves garlic, unpeeled

2 tablespoons olive oil

1 %2 cups heavy cream

Y cup grated Parmesan, plus more for serving

Ya cup finely chopped parsley, plus more for serving

Directions

1. Bring a large pot of generously salted water to a
boil over high heat. Once boiling, add the pasta and
cook, stirring occasionally, until just tender and
al dente, 1 to 3 minutes (or according to package
directions). Drain well and set aside.

2. Meanwhile, bring 6 cups water to a boil in a large
saucepan.

3. Using a small paring knife, remove the vein along
the back of each shrimp and rinse under running
water. Add the garlic to the boiling water and cook
for 2 minutes. Add the shrimp to the water with
the garlic and cook for 2 to 3 minutes. Drain the
shrimp and garlic. Peel and finely chop the garlic.

4. Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium heat.
Add the garlic and cook for 1 minute. Add the
heavy cream and bring to a simmer. Cook, stirring
occasionally, until the cream begins to thicken. Stir
in the Parmesan, parsley and shrimp. Season with
salt and pepper.

5. Pour the sauce over the linguine in a large bowl
and toss to coat. Garnish with more Parmesan and
parsley.

Happy Valentine’s Day, Richmond!

Books by Barbara and Tim Rogers

IT HAPPENED IN NEW HAMPSHIRE: New edition,
autographed. Events that shaped NH (and world) history,
pub at $16.95, Rooster special: $12.00

NATURAL WONDERS OF VERMONT: Waterfalls,
gorges, a fossilized coral reef, and migrating Snow Geese,
pub at $12.95, Rooster special $3.00

Orders: rogerswrite@gmail.com or 239-6231

The Edge Ensemble Seeks Actors
for Two Short Films
Catherine Behrens

The Edge Ensemble Theatre
Company 1is opening audi-
tions for its next two films and
invites anyone interested in
performing on film to apply.

The Edge will be filming
two works by James M. Barrie
(author of Peter Pan).

The Twelve-Pound Look has four characters:

* Two women aged 30-40

*  One man aged 40-60

*  One man aged 30-70

A Well-Remembered Voice has six characters:

*  One woman aged 40-50

*  One woman aged 18-23

*  One man aged 40-65

* One man aged 18-25

* Two men aged 30-65

Rehearsals will be starting very
Actual filming will start in early spring.

If you are interested in auditioning for any of these
roles, please contact Kim Dupuis at 603-352-5657 or
email her at theedgeensemble@aol.com as soon as
possible.

To view the Edge’s six previous films on YouTube,
visit the Edge’s website, www.EdgeEnsemble.
org/videos, or visit the Edge’s Facebook page.

soon.

, LLC  We will heat your home for less!

[603) 239-6721 www.bobsfuelcompany.com
bsfuelcompany com

Caitlin Ward
Manager
21 Warwick Road

(603) 239-6721
Winchester, NH 03470

bobsfuelcompany@gmail.com

Keene, NH to Greenfield, MA to
Brattleboro, VT (and everywhere
in between)
Heating Oil * Kerosene * On Road Diesel * Off Road Diesel
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The Edge Ensemble Presents:
Beautiful Distances
Catherine Behrens

 The Edge Ensemble Theatre Company Presenls

sﬁ nadaptahon by Catherine Behrens
= Dnrecled by Kim Dupu
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The Edge Ensemble Theatre Company’s final
production of 2021 premiered on YouTube on New
Year’s Eve at 7 PM and is available for viewing any-
time thereafter. Beautiful Distances is an adaptation
by Catherine Behrens of a Susan Glaspell play, The
People. It is directed by Kim Dupuis, with cinema-
tography and editing by David Teubner, art direction
by Susan Sanders, and poster design by Kyle Petrillo.

The production is chock-full of talented actors
who worked hard under difficult circumstances to
get the filming done while adhering to safety pre-
cautions in these times of COVID. The cast is
comprised of Kevin Colarusso, Robert Wellington,
Peter Eisenstadter, Lori Goldring, Thomas Bernstock,
Wendy Almeida, Tristan Shawley, and Robert Gray.

Beautiful Distances explores the strug-
gle of theatre artists to illuminate and enrich
human experience through the medium of the-
atrical storytelling. Its message is timeless.

The Putnam Foundation, the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation, and the Eppes-Jefferson
Foundation are generously supporting this production.
This, like the Edge’s other five online productions,
are being offered free of charge. But, filming is quite
expensive, and funds are limited, so donations are fer-
vently requested. Donations can be made by going to
www.edgeensemble.org and clicking on “donate.”

To view Beautiful Distances, go to the Edge’s
website, www.edgeensemble.org/videos or search
for Edge Ensemble on YouTube. It can then be
viewed on your computer or on your television.

Call the Edge at 603-352-5657 for further
information. Or email TheEdgeEnsemble@aol.
com. You may also visit the Edge’s website, www.
EdgeEnsemble.org, or visit the Edge’s Facebook page.
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New Funding to Help Wood Turtles
in NH, VT and MA
Rebecca Budd, Restoration Projects
Assistant

Greenfield, MA - The Connecticut River
Conservancy (CRC) today announced that they
have received a new grant from the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) that will help pro-
tect native turtles. The grant will fund landowner
outreach by CRC and wood turtle site assessment
by project partner, The Orianne Society (TOS).

Wood Turtles (Glyptemys insculpta), primar-
ily found in river floodplains, and Spotted Turtles
(Clemmys guttata) are the special focus of this project.
Wood Turtles are considered a Species of Conservation
Concern in the three states where CRC will focus out-
reach efforts. These turtles have suffered declines due to
illegal collecting, development, agriculture, and stream

7
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alterations. CRC and TOS will work with federal and
state agency partners in New Hampshire, Vermont, and
Massachusetts to find willing landowners and sites that
will lead to improving working lands, water quality, and
wood turtle habitat in the Connecticut River watershed.

“Wood and Spotted Turtles thrive in environments
with clean water, but they need space to roam on land
as well, so improving habitat connectivity between
land and water benefits them greatly. This not only
helps rare turtles, but also creates habitat for other fish
and wildlife, cleanses the water, and improves recre-
ational opportunities. Farm Bill conservation programs
also promote agricultural sustainability. Programs
like this are a win for everybody” said Kiley Briggs,
Director of Conservation with The Orianne Society.

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) has designated northeast turtles as a
“Working Lands for Wildlife” priority and offers pro-
grams to help with their conservation. The US Fish
and Wildlife Service and each state wildlife agency
have prioritized the restoration and preservation of
the wood turtle, advancing both conservation science
and action plans. This grant will help unite efforts
by this coalition of organizations and find new proj-
ect sites to help this species rebound and thrive.

“Strong partnerships form the backbone of this proj-
ect,” said Ron Rhodes, CRC’s Director of Restoration
Programs. “In addition to working with landowners,
CRC and TOS will collaborate with all three states
and our federal agency partners to ensure we identify
areas that are most in need of restoration and max-
imize the benefits to both the turtles and landowners.

| Personalized, Trusted
Service since 1972

4 F ) Growing up at the 4-Comers in Richmond, that our
| parents owned, save us the life long pleasure of knowing
k| what a small cown is all about. We have very fond

memories of riding our bikes up and down Ree. 31 & 119,

" welcome someone new to town. Fred Blais, Broker &

i

BLAIS

'&ASSOCIATES

REALTORS® |

G L / Ganio Land Mgt.

Maintenance

DAVID GANIO

P.O. Box 565 » Spofford, New Hampshire 03462
Office: (603) 357-4561 + Cell: (603) 355-7700

E-mail: glmgt@myfairpoint.net * www.ganioland.com

This work wouldn’t be possible without this grant
from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.”

Reptiles and amphibians have an incredible value
and play integral roles in the function of healthy eco-
systems. The Orianne Society works to conserve
critical ecosystems for imperiled reptiles and amphibi-
ans using science, applied conservation and education.
Learn more about Wood and Spotted Turtles, and
The Orianne Society’s mission at www.orianne.org
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January 4, 2022
Contact: Steve Lembke, President (802) 254-4813

Connecticut River Joint Commissions
Receives Grant from State of Vermont

The Connecticut River Joint Commissions
(CRIC) is pleased to announce that it has received a
$30,733 grant through the State of Vermont Agency
of Natural Resources Department of Environmental
Conservation. This one-year grant provides funding
to implement CRJC’s July 2021 to June 2022 work
program. Additional funding is provided by New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.

These funds will allow the CRJC to continue its
emphasis on the grassroots, locally focused work of
its five local river subcommittees and the broader
implementation of its river management plan. The
CRIC focuses on the key issues facing the Connecticut
River watershed of Vermont and New Hampshire
and plays the vital bi-state role of convening, cata-
lyzing, and leading dialogue on these regional issues.
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for the CRIJC include:
Participating as a stakeholder in the fed-
eral relicensing of hydroelectric facilities
at Wilder Dam, Bellows Falls Dam, and
Vernon Dam in Vermont and New Hampshire.
Providing a forum for open discussion and
comment on a wide range of projects affect-
ing the Connecticut River and its watershed.
Topics include permits, such as those for new
development or invasive species manage-
ment in proximity to the River and thus with
potential impacts, as well as plans, such as
Vermont’s Tactical Basin Plans that help to
inform an inventory of natural resources in
the watershed, and also to manage and pro-
tect its’ valuable land and water resources.
Leading watershed management efforts high-
lighted in the CRJC watershed management
plan; in particular working to improve water
quality monitoring along the mainstem of the
Connecticut River as well as convening bi-state
partners to address the issue of climate migration.

Current focus areas

New Hampshire’s Connecticut River Valley
Resource Commission and Vermont’s Connecticut
River Watershed Advisory Commission, created by their
respective legislatures in 1987 and 1988, were directed
to cooperate with each other to preserve and protect the
resources of the Connecticut River Valley, and to guide
its growth and development. They have met together as
the Joint Commissions since 1989. Both Commissions
advocate for and engage the public in decisions which
affect their river and their valley. The Commissions
are advisory and have no regulatory powers.

Studies show that residents of and visitors to
Vermont and New Hampshire love the streams, rivers,
lakes, ponds, and wetlands of the Connecticut River
watershed — these natural areas help define our bi-state
landscape and character. This funding from the Vermont
Department of Environmental Conservation enables
CRJC to continue our work to protect these cherished
resources. Formore information about CRJC, please visit
the CRJC website or contact CRJC staff, Olivia Uyizeye.
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Get a Ride or Give a Ride:
Everyone Benefits

Leah Kristin

CVTC Transportation Coordinator
Right down the road, right now, someone needs
a ride to somewhere essential. And, volunteer drivers
for Community Volunteer Transportation Company
(CVTC) drive people where they need to go.
When riders can keep their essential appoint-
ments, they stay independent and can live at home
in peace. Riders can request to be taken to their doc-
tor’s or social service appointments, pharmacy or
grocery shopping; all non-emergency. A five busi-
ness-days’ advance notice is all CVTC needs to enter
a rider’s trip request in our TripList System. And, for
the rider, it is more than just the free ride. Our drivers
are courteous and trustworthy, willing to converse and
engage. Sometimes, even new friendships are made.
Once our vetted volunteer drivers choose
which trips best fit their schedule, they call the rider
to verify pick-up times and, when they return home
themselves, they track their total mileage for reim-
bursement from CVTC. Drivers select when, and to
where, and for how long they are available. By making
this difference in a rider’s life, drivers contribute to the
health of the Monadnock Region, one person at a time
Please call CVTC for more information at

1-877-428-2882 x 5. www.cvtc-nh.org
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Library News
Wendy O’Brien

Library Calendar for February
Every Saturday, 10 AM — Noon: Drop-in Knitting

Circle
Every Wednesday, 10 AM: Storytime

Special Events
Tuesday, Feb. 8th, 6 PM: Book Group, Olive

Kitteridge

Thursday, Feb. 17th, 5:30 PM: Teen Pizza Night/
Speed Charades

Wednesday. Feb. 23rd, 10 AM: Vacation Tech Day

Book Club

Join us on February 8th at 6:00 PM to discuss the

Pulitzer Prize winning Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth

Strout:
At times stern, at other times patient, at times
perceptive, at other times in sad denial, Olive
Kitteridge, a retired schoolteacher, deplores
the changes in her little town of Crosby, Maine,
and in the world at large, but she doesn t
always recognize the changes in those around
her...As the townspeople grapple with their
problems, mild and dire, Olive is brought to a
deeper understanding of herself and her life —
sometimes painfully, but always with ruthless
honesty.—GoodReads.com.

Copies are available at the Library.

Teen Pizza Night/Speed Charades
This month’s teen pizza

night is on February 17th
at 5:30 PM. All teens and
tweens are welcome to
come have pizza and play
this month’s game, “Speed
Charades.” We’ll have
pizza at 5:30 PM and start
the game at 6 PM.

Vacation Tech Day
On Wednesday, February 23rd at 10 AM, we’ll be

holding a tech day for kids. Come check out our new
3D printer, 3D pen, robots and more! If there is inter-
est, we’ll begin a kids tech night where they can make
their own 3D designs and print them.

New Titles

This Land Is Their Land, David Silverman
Good Eggs, Rebecca Hardiman

Our Country Friends, Gary Shteyngart
The Mercies, Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Outlander, Seasons 4 & 5 (DVD)
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Richmond Public Library
19 Winchester Road, Richmond, NH 03470
library@richmondnh.us Tel. 239-4144

Tuesdays & Thursdays 3-7pm
Wednesdays ?-noon

Saturdays 10am-2pm

Catalog:
opac.libraryworld.com/
opac/home.php. Library
name: Richmond Public.
No password required.

The 2022 Speaker Series:
Introduction to Backyard Chickens

The Agricultural Commission of Richmond presents
seasonal lectures and demonstrations on various home-
steading topics. Join us on February 13th at 3 PM

for Introduction to Backyard Chickens, presented by
Richmond resident, Lisa Hedenberg.

Growing up in southern Illinois, Lisa learned
about raising poultry from her grandmother and will
introduce us to her homestead and share old and new
techniques of flock management. Details are avail-
able on our Agricultural Commission of Richmond
Facebook page and by request. Stay tuned here for
future events!

For more information including the lecture loca-
tion, please contact Liz Ehrman, Liz.Ehrman@icloud.
com.

Innovative

MACHINE ® INC

TERRY HASKINS

President

40 SNOW ROAD
WINCHESTER, NH 03470
www.innovative-machine.com

TEL: 603/239-8082
FAX: 603/239-6380
tmhaskins @innovative-machine.com
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Bee Buzz
Liz Ehrman

Pollinators are in the news; backyard beekeep-
ing is on the rise. Ever wanted to learn what it takes
to keep honeybees? Surplus honey is a great draw,
but it’s also essential to do what we can to increase
the numbers of pollinators in our region. Our food
chain relies on these lovely ladies to forage nectar
and pollen and keep our gardens producing healthy
food. In addition, beekeeping is fascinating and an
opportunity for the whole family to get involved.
Youth Scholarship opportunities will be available.

February is a great time to take a closer look to see
if this hobby is for you. Your local beekeeping club is
offering a free information day, followed by a seasonal
course. These classes will cover how to create your own
honey supply, plus honey bee biology, behavior, hive
management, how to spot disease or pests, and more.

A Beekeeping for Beginners class series, pro-
vided by the Monadnock Beekeepers Association,
will be held at Cheshire County Court House, 12
Winter Street, Keene, NH. Two Saturday classes are
planned: February 5th, 9 AM — 1 PM and February
12th, 9 AM — 1 PM. These classes are followed by
monthly on-site practical instruction. First class is free.

Suggested reading, “Beekeeping for Dummies
by Howland Blackiston,” is included in the
course cost. Class size is limited. $140 advance
payment secures your place and includes: the
second class, monthly on-site classes, book, mem-
bership in Monadnock Beekeepers Assoc., and more.

Advance payment for the entire course
may be mailed to: MBA, POB 396, 63
Emerald St, Keene, NH 03431. Payment is also
accepted after the first class, space permitting.

For more information:

Website: http://www.monadnockbeekeepers.com/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/

monadbeek

Email: Bruce Harrison- bruceharrison34(@gmail.

com

Cheshire Floval Farm

We are OPEN and ready to bring
some brightness to your home!

Offering a wide selection of traditional and unusual varieties of:

Vegetable Starter Plants
Annuals

Perennials — over 100 varieties!
Herbs
Combination Pots
Hanging Baskets
Foliage
Succulents

NOW GROWINGIN

2K~ 2N IR N - BN - JR < 3R -]

Will deliver curb side or come by
for self-serving options.
603-313-4124

92 Pleasant Street, Marlborough, NH
robertpowers92@gmail.com

Visit us on [
for updates and
to see what is
currently in
bloom, hot,
and available

Garden Gnomes: from Ancient Greece
and Rome to the 21st Century
Karen O’Brien

Who doesn’t love those little gnome statues which
can be found in virtually every corner of the world?
Well, to tell the truth, there are those who believe
that these garden favorites are an abomination — and
those folks are known as either “garden snobs” or
“gnomophobes”. In 2013, the very prestigious Royal
Horticultural Society of Britain rescinded a ban on
using these statues in the Chelsea Flower Show, a deci-
sion which created both delight and horror, depending
on which side you stand. Since this show is the epitome
of class and good taste and has been around for over 100
years (having been started in 1913), the decision was a
big deal and gave gnomes the attention they are due,
as good luck charms and adorable garden ornaments.

Garden gnomes first made their appearance in
ancient Rome as protectors of gardens from evil spirits
and to ensure a good harvest. They are descended from
Roman gods, such as Priapus, the fertility god, who was
a protector of livestock and gardening and was a randy
chap. The Swiss physician, Paracelsus (1493 -1541),
described gnomes as creatures having magical power.
Gnomes were one of the four elementals or nature spirits
who would come out at night to help plants grow. During
this time period, gnomes were depicted as ugly hunch-
backs and were painted in bright colors. And, around
the world, folklore, myths, and fairytales (especially
German ones) presented gnomes and dwarfs as crea-
tures with power to help humans in their farming efforts.
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Certainly a good reason to have one in your garden!

The first gnome statue of modern times, complete
with red hat, was made by sculptor Phillip Griebel. It
was an instant hit, and people from all over Europe
wanted that iconic gnome for their own. In the 19th
century, Sir Charles Isham brought several of Griebel’s
gnomes to England, and the tradition of gnomes there —
which were called “Lampy” - became entrenched in the
gardens of the UK. After WW1 and WW2, there was a
decline in popularity of gnomes, perhaps due to trou-
bling times and a decline in leisure pursuits. Walt Disney,
in 1937, released “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”
and, although the dwarfs were not gnomes, they looked
enough like them that garden gnomes saw a resur-
gence in popularity. And, that remains through today.

I’ve seen gnomes in biker dress, skeleton gnomes,
evil gnomes, gnomes showing their backside, and lots
of others. These mass-produced gnomes do not have
the appeal of the earlier, handmade ones, but allow
more people access to these decorative garden accents.

Herbie among the valerian, a known soporific

Have you ever heard about traveling gnomes? It
became popular in the 1990’s, when a community
in France, named “The Garden Gnome Liberation
Front”, started stealing gnomes and taking them to
the far corners of the world. A Canadian woman had
her gnome go missing for eight months, only to be
returned with a travel diary recounting his adven-
tures from Vancouver Island to the Baja Peninsula

in Mexico. And who remembers Travelocity’s mar-
keting of “Where is my Gnome”? Instagram and
Twitter have an official profile for this Roaming
Gnome; you can follow his travels all over the world.

I had a chance to take charge of a traveling gnome.
The Herb Society of America had a gnome which they
sent to various units across the country. “Herbie” came
to Massachusetts and visited our unit’s garden at the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society in Wellesley.
It was great fun to take photos of him in the gar-
dens, and then send him on his way to the next stop.

Gnomes have generally been depicted as male,
with long white beards and sporting a pipe. Since
they were supposed to be a help in the garden, they
are often accompanied by shovels or wheelbarrows.
But, modern gnomes are displayed in all manner of
dress, vocation or avocation, gender and age, and are
a sweet addition to your landscape. Make room in
your garden, and a gnome might just make your day.

Herbie with Pomona, the goddess of fruit trees, gardens, and orchards

Richmond Community
United Methodist Chuvch

PASTOR SHARON SARGENT

W -

Sunday Worship Service 7 N
10:30 am g

y

AU ave welcome ¢o join ouy chuvch family!

ebaco
ennels

603.352.9185
95 Warmac Rd, Swanzey, NH 03446

Boarding & Grooming # Daycare
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GUARANTEED SERVICES
—__THE POWER IS ON__—

Serving all of New England since 1994.

STANDBY GENERATORS - DUCTLESS MINI-SPLITS
ELECTRICAL SERVICES - GAS SERVICES

powersguaranteed.com - 800-853-7202

C&L DISPOSAL

Residential Trash Pick-up
| Roll Off Container Rentals

Our Business is “Picking Up”

603)313-340

cnldisposal@gmail.com

Rototilling & Driveways <

RECYCLE

Chip Adams

6

Water Wells and Pumps
2022 is our 50™ Year
Prompt service, Local people

603-352-8866

Walkways
- Patios

i

. Tim Bell = i
B’-Hldlng & Grounds Maintenance

603-313-6595

[ Carpentry
Roofing

Free Estimates

HOLMAN CONTRACTING Three New Services

s Tree Trimming
¢  Wood Chipping

JOHN HOLMAN *  Stump Grinding
www.HolmanLandscapeMaterials.com

Call for a free quote today ...

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Roads, Driveways, Site Prep, Septic
Installation, Site Excavations,

A Trucking, Material Processing & Sales

(— THE ToapstooL BooksHops™

Enchanting Selections of Wonderful Books

Special Orders Welcome Money Orders Accepted
Free Gift Wrapping Qut of Print Search

We Ship Anywhere

12 DEPOT SQUARE, 12 EMERALD ST. LORDEN PLAZA RT, 101A,

PETERBOROUGH, NH KEENE, NH MILFORD, NH
024-3543 352-8815 6731738
M-F 10-6, SAT 10-5 M- SAT 10am-9pm, M- SAT 9-9,
SUN 10-4 Sun 11am-6pm

Sun 11-5 )

MASTER STYLIST

PR CET U R [ R ((ccne, NH 03431

EAGLE
ENVIRONMENTAL INC

RADON MITIGATION AND TESTING SPECIALISTS
Kevin M. Murphy

kevin@radonremover.com

60 Whipple Hill
Richmond NH, 03470

www.radonremover.com

508.868.2974
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Rick Lewis

DRONE PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES
LICENSED = FAA CERTIFIED « INSURED

COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL= |
CONSTRUCTION = MARKI

To learn why consolidating your retirement accounts
to Edward Jones makes sense, call my office today.

Call | 178 Main Street Suite B
Annie ] Caslin | Keene, NH

Financial Advisor

603-352-1921 fdvardjones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

32 Monadnock Hwy, Rt 12S
Keene, New Hampshire 03431
OFFICE: (603) 352-1972 x204
CELL: (603) 355-0720
FAX: (603) 352-0545
EMAIL: ral4754@gmail.com

Rick Lewis
Associate Broker

BLAIS

ASSOCIATES
REALTORS®

www.blalsrealestate.com

- QI'J :
ﬂLES&SE VICE Mahindra Tractors
239-4953 .
WINCHESTER, NH Timberwolf  Stihl EXmark
Echo Hustler Ariens
Gary Rokes toll free: 800-499-4953

fax: 603-392-0081
garyspower@comcast.net
garysmahindra.com

15 Warwick Road
60 Forest Lake Road
Winchester NH 03470

Live local. Buy local. Bank local.
We are proud to be the Monadnock Region’s truly local bank,

committed to giving back to our community and providing the
best products and services for our customers.

Savings
Banko
4 Walpole

o__ = since 1875
-I | E%g mmm -I l-
/ \ %E/ \
7 g zmEllis dhdzaell = = N2z

Member

'FDIC BODE@
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The Richmond, Rooster

Richmond, N+ 03470

Richmond Rooster Staff

Editor/Co-Publisher: Fran Heap
Design/Production/Co-Publisher: René¢e Bochman
Consultant: John Boccalini

Proofreader: Lew Whittum

Treasurer: Renée Bochman

Distribution: Wendy O’Brien

Social Media/Staff Photographer: Debra Carroll
February’s Contributors:

Catherine Behrens, Shaun Bennett, Rebecca Budd, Liz
Ehrman, Fran Heap, Leah Kristin, Karen O’Brien, Wendy
O’Brien, Terri O’Rorke, Roxanne Rubell.

Advertising Rates - Contact: 860-508-4896

Yearly Rates
Business card size.......... $132 No:lunk wiih o
Double size.................... $264 Rooster Help Wanted
1/4 page....cccovevveevennennene. $330 | e Ji’b ”fmmf e
1/2 page....ccevvevveevevennene. $550 [“;-'Lll,.“f:“‘sju‘t‘('ﬁ“'f”’]:: {‘Ii‘{ﬂﬂ[,:‘d
Full page......ccccovevevennee. $1100 atno cost to you.
Monthly Rates
Business card size.......... $12
Double size.................... $24
1/2 page.....ccceveuverennnne. $50
Ad Dimensions:
Business Card................. 2”hx35/8w
Double Vertical............... 41/8°hx35/8°w
Double Horizontal.......... 2”7hx71/2”w
1/4 page....ccccovevevevvennnnne. 49”hx35/8w
1/2 page....ccoevevevereeennnnne 49”hx71/2”w

Online Subscriptions Free
Snail Mail Subscription (1 year) $24

Call 860-508-4896 or therichmondrooster@gmail.com

Stories are presented as fiction and are not intended to be
historically accurate in content. Public notices, committee
reports, articles, press releases, and letters to the editor are

printed as received with minor changes according to space.

The Richmond Rooster welcomes comments and article
contributions. Deadline is the 10th of each month.

Email - therichmondrooster@gmail.com
Rooster Online: http://therichmondrooster.net

Town Business Hours
105 Old Homestead Highway, Richmond NH 03470
William Daniels, Doug Bersaw, Andrew Wallace
Mon. 9 AM — Noon
5:30 — 7 PM for business
7 PM — ? for public concerns
Wed. 9 AM - 1PM
Thurs. 8 AM — Noon (unless posted)
Public is welcome to attend. Please call for an appointment
if you have an item for the agenda.

Town Administrator: Susan Harrington
Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Thompson

Town Clerk: Karen O’Brien
Tues. 12:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Wed. 9 AM - Noon & 1 PM -4 PM
Thur. 8 AM - Noon
For Tues. appointments (5 PM, 5:30 PM, 6 PM),
call or email the clerk.

Tax Collector: Steve Boscarino
Deputy Tax Collector: Ann Dea Whippen
Mon. 6 PM - 8 PM, Wed. 9 AM — Noon

Planning Board:
Meetings held at Veterans Hall.
Ist Tues. of the month — 7:30 PM
and 3rd Tues. if needed

Transfer Station and Recycling Facility: 239-8136
Tues. 8 AM —4 PM, Thurs. 8 AM -7 PM
Sat. § AM -5 PM

Town Library: Wendy O’Brien, Librarian, 239-6164.
Tues. 3 PM -7 PM, Wed. 9 AM — Noon
Thurs. 3 PM — 7 PM, Sat. 10 AM -2 PM

Police (Non Emergency): 355-2000
Fire/Rescue (Non Emergency): 239-4466
Fire Warden: Ed Atkins
Fire Permit: Buzz Shaw, 239-4238
Selectmen — 239-4232
Town Clerk — 239-6202
Tax Collector — 239-6106
Road Agent: Elton “Buddy” Blood, II — 400-3629
Vets’ Hall Maint.: James Nolan, 239-3353
Zoning Compliance Officer: Richard Drew
[Phone number area codes are 603, unless otherwise noted.]

Visit town on-line: http://richmond.nh.gov
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Cheshire County Municipalities and their Wetlands Protection Ordinances

How Well Does Richmond Protect its Wetlands Compared to its Neighbors?

Municipality Name Wetland Buffer (feet)
Dublin 100 feet
Fitzwilliam prime wetland: 100 feet, other wetlands: 75 feet
Harrisville septic tank/leach field: 100 feet
Jaffrey 75 feet
Keene 30 ft. - 75 ft.
Marlborough 100 feet
Marlow 75 feet for septic
Richmond 75 feet — March 2022 ballot results could reduce protection to only 25 feet!
Rindge 50 feet
Stoddard 50 feet
Sullivan 50 ft.
individual sewage disposal systems:
Surry very poorly drained soils or jurisdictional wetlands: 100 ft.,
poorly drained soils: 75 ft.
Swanzey leach field or dry well: 125 feet
Troy 25 feet
Westmoreland 75 feet

Source: NH Office of Strategic Initiatives Wetlands Protection Ordinance table online at

wetlands-protection.xlsx (live.com)
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