
It Takes a Village
John Boccalini

 “It takes a village to raise a child” is an African prov-
erb that means that an entire community of people in-
teracts with children so they can  experience and grow 
in a safe and healthy environment. The Richmond 
Rooster exemplifies that idiom. For almost 30 years, 
the Rooster is the result of an entire town taking part 
in its existence . 

It has brought about a sense of community to our 
town of Richmond and will stand as an archive of the 
town’s history over the years of 1991- 2021 and be-
yond. Inside its issues are pages and pages of the prior 
history of Richmond from its beginnings, stories of the 
people who have lived here before, their houses and 
roads, as well as articles from past journals including 
the Richmond Town Crier and the Richmond Commu-
nity Newsletter.  

It is a record of Richmond’s history and issues 
that have occurred over the 30 years including town 
business, committee reports, election results, and 
town events. It has done in depth reporting of some 
of the more major issues that could have had an ef-
fect on the town. It has had featured columns in-
cluding profiles of various residents, resources such 
as ponds, wetlands, animal life and foliage, homes 
and buildings, selectmen’s minutes, news from the 
town clerk and library, school news and news from 
the county. There have been lighter features such as 
number and word games, book reviews, jokes, poetry 
and artwork and various stories about just anything.

  We have published four phone directories, six 
Richmond calendars, which included planned town 
events and meetings as well as birthdays and anni-
versaries. We even created our own root beer, called 
ROOsTer Beer. We have sponsored and supported many 
town events and created a few town events ourselves.

 When I say “we” I mean all of us, as a town and 
beyond. Almost 65 of our residents have spent some 
time on our staff. In addition to all of our staff, over 

550 people have contributed articles, letters, 
opinions, art work, photos and poetry. There have been 
470 people, businesses and Town entities contributed 
or supported the Rooster to provide each house with 
a free copy of the paper each month. Our advertising 
fees for a standard business ad went up only $2.00 
from $10.00 to $12.00 over the course of 30 years.

I wish to thank everyone who has been 
a part of making The Richmond Rooster a 
part of the history of the Town of Richmond.

To the Founders - Marie Knowlton, Kathryn 
McWhirk as well as myself  who were there from the 
start with the idea to reinvent a newsletter for the Town 
of Richmond in 1991, which has maintained serving 
the town with town news, town business and town 
issues. Our writers have contributed historic stories 
about the people, buildings, homes, and town issues 
that have been a part of town history. They have also 
presented articles that have been fun, puzzling, humor-
ous, poetic and educational for both young and old.  

To the original staff who helped the Founders put 
the first issue together Rooster Staff : Arlene Jar-
vis,  Cris and Kate Dell, Janet Boccalini, Rose 
Kochman and Terri O’Rorke as well as those who 
also contributed submissions to bring “The Rich-
mond Rooster” to life:, Alison VanBrocklin,  Jeani 
and Rosti Eismont, Pam Goodell, Kim Mattson 
(Doubleday), Bud Jacobson and Lew Whittum.
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Something to Crow About
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To the Rooster Staff, who all have also contributed submissions, and who have helped in keeping the 
Rooster alive for the last 30 years. (These lists are sorted by their first names).

Biff Mahoney
Bob Weekes
Bonnie Becklo
Bonnie McCarthy
Carol Jameson
Charl Lewis
Chelsie Knowlton
Christine Bryan

Debra Carrol
Denise Crowl
Doug Bersaw
Evelyn Huston
Fran Heap
Haydar Kustu
Irene Marshall
Jane Jillson

Janel Swanson
Janet Meade
Jean Tandy
Judy Tague
Kath Allen
Kathleen Bersaw
Liz Crowley
Lolita Shaw

Lori Scanlan
Lynn Davis
Margie Wyman 
Marie Knowlton
Mary Taylor
Melissa Herman
Neil Moriarty
Paul Clipper

Peter Majoy
Renee Bochman
Rostislav Eismont
Sandy Holbrook
Sean McElhiney
Sue Laughner
Sue Robbins
Terri O’Rorke

Theresa Majoy
Tom Lavoie 
Tom Tague
Trish Newton 
Victoria Provost
Wendy O’Brien

To all those who have contributed submissions over the last 30 years
Adam Majewski
Adria French
Adria Tolman
Ainne deDanaan
Al Bielunis
Al Karevy
Alice Stinson Coller
Allison Riley
Alison VanBrocklin
Allen Holbrook
Allen Robinson
American Red Cross
Amy McDonald
Amy Noyes
Amy Tandy
Andrew Wallace
Andrew Wood
Angella Morin
 Joslyn
Anna Machowski
Anne Haught
Annette Tokunaga
Anoka Marion
Anthony Camuso
Apple Hill 
Promotions

Arial Doubleday
Aquila Putri
Arleen Stinson
Coller

Arlene Rich
Arlie Corday
Arron Tolman
Austin Humphrey
Avi Coach
Barbara Comptois
Barbara Richardson                   
Barbara Rodgers
Barry Faulkner
Bart Cushing
Becky Haskins
Becky Thomas
Ben Drugg
Ben Tilton
Beth Hollenbeck
Betsy Pearsall
Betty Biard Brown

Bettie Foster 
Thomas

Betty Grondin-Jose
Betty K Pelletier
Betty Schesser
Bev Caldon
Bill Coll
Bill Daniels
Bill Johnson
Bill Patnode
Bill Rose
Bill Watt
Beth Daniels
Bob Haught
Bob Heller
Bob Packard
Bob Weekes
Bonnie Heller
Bonnie Novak
Brad Grinstead
Brendan Bosquet
Briam McDonald
Brian McCaan
Brian Pickering
Bridget Stixrood
Britiny Dupont
Brother Andrea
Brother 
Maximillian 

Maria
Bruce Currier
Brunk Family
Bud Jacobson
Buzz Shaw
Cameron John 
Barth
Candi Hagar
Carey Bluhm
Carl Hagstrom
Carl Jones
Carly McWhirk
Carol A. Frazier
Carol Jameson
Carol Laughner
Carol Ox
Carole Hayward
Carolyn Edwards

Catherine N. Main
Catherine Margand
Catherine Behrans
Catherine Wright
Cathy Hart
Caitlin Tarner
Cecila Smith
Cecile Martineau
Charlie Schroeder
Chelley Tighe
Cheryl Kahn
Chris Holman
Christine Pollina
Cindy Heller
Clarissa Becklo
Courtney 
Mountford

Couroyer Funeral 
Curt Douglas
Curtis Cardine
Dan Connell
Dana Flanders
Dana Taylor
Dana Westover
Danielle Borges
Dave Richards
Dave Tighe
Dave Wagstaff
David Graves
David Kochman
David Kruse
David Marsden
David M Berman
David Saxe
David Wheeler
Deb Duffy
Deb Watson
Debbie Boncal
Deborah Amato
Debora Pignatelli
Debra Brnger
Debra Damelio
Debra Howland
Debra Vaughan
Deirdre Pizzarella
Den’al McEhliney
Dennis Huston

Diane Bush
Diane Romagnoli
Dianne Jacobson
Dick Dickinson
Dick Fortin
Dick Thackston
Dick Webber
Dixie Gurian
Dominick Mondello
Donna Brewer
Donna Calabro
Donna Lake
Donna M Howland
DonnaTartt
Doris D’orio
Dot Robbins
Dottie Sylvester
Douglass Bartlett
Ed Atkins
Ed Campbell 
Ed Sylvester
Edie Clark
Edith Atkins
Elaine Moriarty
Eleonore 
Villarrubia

Elizabeth Connes
Elizabeth Mazanec
Elizabeth Pearsall
Emerson School
Emily Allen
Emily VanBrocklin
Emma Brady
Erin Aldrich
Erin O’Rorke
Eva Stromski
Evelyn Huston
Evelyn W. 
Pogorzelski

Fitzwilliam 
Historical Society

Fitzwilliam Library
Fletcher Funeral 
Fran Dutton
Francis Lion
Frank Bequeart
Frank D’Orio

Frank Rice
Frank Kace
Frank Lion
Foley Funeral 
Service
G Davis
Gail Hummel
Gene Wojciech-
owski
George Nelsen
Georgia Laughner
Gerald Margand
Geraldine Lutz
Gordon Oxx
Grace Jose
Grant Love
Greg Seltzer
Greg Hessel
Gregory Kochman
Grover LaBelle
Hank Hallas
Hank Lescynski
Harold Dickinson
Haylie Ringland
HCS
Heather Canfield
Heather Mountford
Heidi Flanders
Heidi Wood
Howard L. Wilson
Hugh VanBrocklin
Ian Hart
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary School

Irene Baker
J B Mack
J C Boudreau
J. Connell
Jack Marsden
Jackie Brannen
Jaffrey Civic Center
Jake Coll
Jacob Froelich
James Beeler
James Hewes
James Juelg
Jan Feuer

Jan Ray Thompson
Jan Weekes
Jane Goodale
Jane Rice
Janet Ornstil
Janet Rose
Janet Steinert
Janet K. Warren
Jazmin Belcoure
Jean Burris
Jean Hebert
Jeanette Henry
Jeanne Sable
Jeannine Corey
Jed Butterfield
Jen Willette
Jenn Russel
Jenn M
Jennie Gomarlo
Jennifer Carroll
Jeff Taylor
Jen Amato
Jen Rumell
Jennifer Kaloust
Jennifer Marques
Jeremy 
VanDerKern

Jerry Cote
Jerry Kuhn
Jerry Mills
Jessica Nettleton
Jessica Patch
Jessica Putney
Jessica VanDerkern
Jill Rodd
Jill Wharton
Jim Buzzell
Jim Carnie
Jim Hohnwald
Jim McConnell
Jim Vele
Joanna Eckstorm
Joanne Cote
Joanne Elie
Jodi Wagner
Joe Boulay
Joe Davis
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Joe Ewing
Joe Thibodeau
Joe Tonweber
John A. Lewis 
John Everest
John Fitzpatrick
John Gomarlo
John McCann
Jon Hill
Jonathan Bloom
Joseph Bryman
Joseph Cartwright
Joseph F Sweet
Josh Jarvis
Judi Hamilton
Judi Window
Judith Bascom
Judith Fineblit
Judith Graves
Julie McCann
Julie Swanson
Karen Buono
Karen Daugherty
Karen O’Brien
Kasey LaFlam
Kate Butterfield
Kate Eliopoulos
Katherine G. Martin
Kathleen Crane
Kathleen Whitham
Kathie Warme
Kathy Decelles
Katie Whittum
Katlleen Stark
Katrina Coll
Kathy Collinsworth
Kathy Urffer
Kathy Zitta
Keene State College
Kelly Brooks
Kelsy 

Kenneth Longbolt
Kevan Whippie
Kevin Gardner
Kevin M. Young
Kim Doubleday
Kim Esteves
Kim Mattson
Kim Hadley
Kimberly Diemond
Kimberly Touya
Kristen Grubbs
Kristen Prigge
Lahoma Humphrey
Larry Biron
Larry J Gammon
Laura Harron
Laura Larsen
Laura Simoes
Lee Nyquist

Lenny Solomon
Lenny Weldon
Leonard P. Baker
Leonard R. Davis
Lewis Kibbler
Lillian Randall
Linda Dignitti
Linda DuBois
Linda Heath
Linda Hopkins
Li Richardson
Linda Reinhart
Linda Simoes
Linda Schmidt
Lisa Hedenberg
Lisa Rodgers
Lisa Wallace
Lloyd Condon
Lois McMahon
Lois Ray
Louise Reason
Louise Robbins
Luke Faust
Lynda Blood
Lynn Smith
Malin Ely Clyde
Marc Doucette
Marcia Reynolds
Marcia Robinson
Marcus Beauregard
Margaret Lynott  
Margaret Warme
Maria Bosonetto
Marie Juhlin
Marion Holm
Mark Beal
Mark Bender
Mark Fernald
Mark Holston
Mark Hunton
Mark McMahon
Mark Spencer
Mary Brady
Mary Carnie
Mary Jane Jones
Mary Pusa
Mary O’Hanlon
Mary Vanderkamp
Maureen Blackledge
Maureen Daugherty
Melanie Ellis
Melanie Patria
Melinda Honkala
Melissa L. Pearsall
Michael Hoefer
Michael Mahoney
Michelle Conner
Mike Hoefer
Mili Bermejo
Mim Johnson

Monadnock 
Commmunity 
Foundation

Monadnock 
Humane Society

MRSD
MRSD Taxpayers
Association

Monica Sullivan
Mrs. Dean Bednar
Nyril Neiman
Nancy Collins
Nancy Lescynski
Nancy Spath
Naomi McWhirk
N.H. Humanities
Nicolas Bosonetto
Nicolas Roy
Nicole Boudreau
Noah Raymond
Norma Thibodeau
Norman Woodoard
Oliva Belinger
Pam Bielunis
Pastor Arnie 
Johnson

Pastor Jackie 
Brannen

Pastor Sharon 
Sargent

Pat Bauries
Pat Dixon 
Pat Tonweber
Pat Visocchi
Patricia Moore
Patti Harville
Paul Chang
Paul Dobbs
Paul Jacobson
Paul Knowlton
Paul Morris
Paul Seamans
Paul Vasilak
Paula T. Thompson
Peg Bartrum
Pete Stahlbrand
Pete Tandy
Peter Hughes
Peter Mulhall
Phil Crotto
Phylis Manning
Phyllis Ramsden
Randy Frazier
Regina Brett
Regina Knowlton
Regina Voice  Rev. 
Dr. David Pierce
Rev. Steven  
Bescom

Richard Bigda

Richard Drew
Richard Dwinell
Richmond 
Community 
Development 
Committee 

Richmond Senior 
Group 
Rick Hose   
Rick Hoyt  
Rick Trombly
Rick Van de Poll
Robert Cohen
Robert Coy
Robert S. Crowell
Roberta Royce
Robin Mower
Roger Brooks
Roger Perry
Ronna Rajaniemi
Rose Ann Amato
Rose Kochman
Rosti Eismont
Roy Barlow
RPL Board of 
Directors

Rudd Wyman
Rural Preservation 
Committee
Russ Provost
Ruth Flanders
Ruthie Cushing
Ryan Reed
Sam Hackler
Samantha Weaver
Sandee Auvil
Sandra Gillis
Sandy Laughner
Sandy Perry
St. Benedict Center
Youth Group
Sara Clark
Sarah Jane Wyman
Sarah Link
Sarah Stout
SAU   38
Sean Brewer
Sean Fitzgerald
Shanna L Roy
Shanna O’Rorke
Sharron Monahan
Shannon Novak
Shaun Bennette
Shaundi Kane
Sheila Blair Bloom
Sheila Phillips
Sherman Morrison
Sister Jane 
McDermott

Sister Maria 

Philomena
Sister Mary Joseph
Stan Pogorzelski
Stephanie Frye
Steve Boscarino
Steve Fedor
Steve Taylor
Steve Wyman
Stillman Rogers
Sue Merrifield
Sue Taylor
Susan Bloom 
Newcomb

Susan Ashworth
Susan Harrington
Susan Lescynski
Susan Marsden
Susan Opal Wyatt
Susan Roney
Suzen Joyce Perry
Suzette Borden
Sylvester R. Kara-
sinski

-----------
The Town of 
Richmond

Ag. Commission
Beach Committee

Board of Selectmen
Conservation  
Commission

Fire Department
Heritage 

Commission
Historical Society
Planning Board

Police Department
Public Library

Recreation 
Committee

Rescue Squad
Youth Group

Volunteer 
Energy Commission

-----------
Ted Aldrich
Ted Hayward
Terrence L Williams
Terri O’Rorke
Theresa Morin
Theresa Sillanpaa
Tim Rogers
Tina Thayer
T. J. Musco
Tom Amarosa
Tony Marques
Town of 
Warwick, Ma.

Tracy Tryba
Truman  Thomas

Valarie Burdit
Valerie Burditt
Vicky Smith
Virginia Appleby
Walden Whitham
Walter Swanson
Wayne Balnis
Wayne F Croiwell
Weldon Mattson
Wendy Davis Payne
Wendy O’Brien
Wes Vaughan
Will Villarrubia
William Daniels
William D. Brownlie
William J Pearsall
William River Pitt
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To our advertisers who have sponsored us since our first issue to our last issue plus all of our phone books and calendars.  In 
The Company of Flowers (thank you, Mary), Blais Realtors (thank you, George, Ruth and Fred), Toadstool Bookstore (thank 
you, Willard) and Gary’s Power Equipment (thank you, Gary).

To our donors and advertisers who have kept our monthly copies free to our residents for all 30 years.

3rd Generation 
Plumbing 

4 Corner Store
A Cut Above
A&T Construction
Abundant Total 
Health

Activity Auto
A Friend on Athol 
Road

Aids Services 
All Brands 
Appliances

Alice Stinson Collar
Amarosa Plumbing
American Blind
American School 
Gymnastics

Amy Tandy Music 
Teacher

Animaterra 
Women’s Chorus

Anna Tilton
Another Friend on 
Athol Rd

Annie Caslin
Antrim Village
Aqua-Aid Systems
Aquarius Cleaning 
Service

Archie D. Jennings 
Agency

Ariel Printing
Arleen Stinson 
Coller
Art Amato Window 
Cleaning

Artworks by Linda 
Hopkins

Ashuelot Brewing 
Company

Ashuelot Emporium
Ashuelot Restaurant
As You Like It 
Cleaning

Auto Undercoating
AviCoach
Avon Norma Blair
B&B Power Wash
Barbara and 
Norman Woodward

Barrett’s 
Greenhouse & 
Nursery

Beamen Real 
Estates

Becky McKinley
Ben Tilton
Bersaw Snow 
Plowing
Berube General 
Contractor

Better Health Van
Big Daddys
BitterSweet
Blais Realtors
Bob and Jan Weekes
Bob’s Fuel 
Company 

Bob Qualters 
Builder

Boccalini Family 
Dentistry

Boulay’s Garage
Boxwood Tree 
Workshop

Brattleboro Printing
Bruce Purringtom
Bryan Fine 
Carpentry

C&L Disposal
Cabin Creations by
Mary Taylor

Cahill Construction
Camp Takodah
Camp Wiyaka
Carbones Window 
and Awning

Carol Jameson
Casey J’s
Castle’s Pet Service
Cellular One
Ceremonies from 
the Heart

Charles Schroeder
Chesire Animal 
Hospital

Cheshire County 
YMCA

Cheshire Floral 
Farm

Cheshire Quilters’ 
Guild

Cheshire Tavern
Chip’s Autobody
Chris Holman 
Photographer

Chris Jackson 

Massage 
CJ The DJ 
Entertainment

Claws & Paws
Coldwell Banker
Colony Hill 
Electronic 
Systems

Common 
Marketplace

Company of 
Flowers

Comtrek Computer 
Systems

Copper Angel 
Bakery

Cordwood by Jay 
Davis

Crooked Creek 
Hollow

Crossroads Pizza
Crown Mortgage 
Associates

Crystal Spring 
Farm 

Curtis T. Hanilton
Tax Consultant

Curves
Cushing & Sons 
Drilling 

CVCT
Dan Greenspan
Daniels Family 
Maple
Dan’s Brick Oven 
Bread

Dave Scobi 
Replacment 
Windows

David  Ramsden
David J Streeter 
Co., Builder

David Pierce
Davis Oil
Debbie’s Day Care
DeDanaan Graphic 
Design

Deliver Us
Dementia by Pam 
Goodell

Denise Nolan 
Tuning, Lessons 
and Performance

Dental Health 

Works
Donnas Family 
Restaurant

Dorothy’s Quilts
Dr, Thomas Kottke
Dragonfly Stables
Eagle Environmental
Earth Dancer School
Eastern Liquidations 
Edward A Kingsbury 
Insurance Agent
Edward Jones
Edwards 
Construction

Eismont Design
Elderly Companion
Elm Community 
Center

Emily Allen
EnrichMind
Entertainment 
Technology 

Eva’s On The 
Common

E. W. Blood 
Construction

Ewe Mountain Farm
Ewe Mountain View
Ewephoria
Extra Mile Custom 
Photography

Fairfield South
Family Restaurant
Fast Frank’s
Fenders
Fine Gourmet Coffee
Fine Print
Fireside Chimney 
Care

Fitzgerald Snow 
Removal
Fitwlliam Inn
Fitzwilliam Video
Flanders 
Bookkeeping

Flibotte Plumbing 
and Heating

Flip Side Grill
Flowers & Gifts by 
Renee

Force One 
International

Four Columns 
Reality

Four Corners Store
Frank Amarosa 
Plumbing

Frank’s Auto Service
Frazier & Son 
Furniture

Fred Blais Principle 
Broker

Fun Family Festival
Gallery

Ganio Landscaping 
Mgt.

Gap Mountain 
Breads

Gary Daniels
Gem Graphics
Gene White 
Insurance Agent

Glenn Nicholas 
Undercoating

Global Health and 
Wealth

Gomarlo’s 
Supermarket

Good Forest Soaps
Goodnow Trucking
Grand Monadnock 
Properties

Grace United 
Methodist 

Gray Office  
Supplies

Graz Engineering
GreenLife Tree Care
Gurian Instruments
Guyette’s Sales & 
Services

H.G. Johnson Real 
Estate

Hair Fur Good 
Groom Inn
Hank and Louise 
Hallas

Harborside 
Heathcare 

Heartstone Farm
Helena Blais
Helena Custom 
Alterations

Hellenbrand
Higgins Heating
Hillocks Auto 
Service

Holistic Health

Holman Construction 
Holman Landscape 
Materials

Holman Photography
Homestead Gallery
Hometown Florist
House by the side of 
the Road

Hynes for NH Sen
INK
Inner Phoenix 
Somatics

J&G Service
Janet T. Boccalini 
Reiki 
JB Small Engine 
Repair

JB’s Engine Repair
Jean C. Tandy
Jean T. Write
Jeff Reese
Jeff Repair Service
Jillson Construction
Jim Rogers Plumbing
Joe’s Rubbish 
Removal

John A Lewis
John C Boccalini, 
DMD

John C Parker A-V 
Repair  

John D. Wahl 
Antiques

John M Herron 
Realtor

John Pappas 
Auctioneer

Jon Tattersall 
Electrical

Joy’s Cancer 
Resources

JP Diagnostic & 
Repair Service

Just a Little Farm
K&S Precision Inc.
Katahdin Log Homes
Kathleen Warme
Kathryn McWhirk 
Sales
Kathy Tacy Realtor
KC’s Video
Keats Inc,
Keene Piano and 
Beyond
Keene Sentinel Print 
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Shop
Keene State Collage
Keene Yoga Center
Kim Knox
Kim Mattson
Kindred K9
Kit Bednar
KJ’s
Koch & Koch 
Builders

Kulicks
Lamb & Thyme
Landmark Country 
Land

Latchkey Antiques 
Center

Leonard W Lawence
Leons Auto Center
Lewpak Const. 
Excavation and 
Landscaping

Lewpak Power 
Equipment
Life More Abundant
Lilly’s on the Pond
Lisa O’Brien Realtor
Little Kids Create
and Learning 
Center

Little Learners 
Preschool & Day-
care

Little of This, Little
of That

Loreto Publications
Ludger “Butch” 
Morin Realtor
Mahoney’s Printing
Main Street Photo,
Inc

Maple Hill Nursery
Marie Juhlin
Mark Clark 
Electrical

Marketplace News 
and Tobacco

Maryann Lauretti
Mary Kay, Lynn 
Adams 

Mary’s Beauty Shop
MBE Embroidery
Melinda Hildreth 
Honkala
Bookkeeping

Microservices of 
Keene

Mili Bermejo
Millennium Press
Mahoney’s Printing
Monadnock Electric

Monadnock Food 
Coop

Monadnock 
Motorcycles

Monadnock School 
Taxpayers 

Monadnock Septic 
Design

Monadnock Sheet 
Metal 

Monadnock 
Technical Services

Morgan Woos
Mountain View 
Dog Training And 
Kennel

MRSD Taxpayers 
Association

Mt. Pisgah Diner
My Little Darling 
Café and Pizza

Nadler Building & 
Remodeling.

Neatness Counts
Nerium by Alica 
Elliot

Norma Blair
Norman Berube
Norm’s Ski Shop
Northeast 
Mountain 
Footware

Nostalgic 
Weathervane

Oasis
Odd Jobs by Sandy 
Laughner
P&P Precision
Park Place 
Veterinary 
Hospital

Parsons Pets
Pastor Anne 
Partner Nelson

Pastor Jackie 
Branner

Pastor Sharon 
Sargent

Pastor ShinhYun
Ahn

Patch Kindred K-9
Paul Morris
Periwinkle Cottage 
Studio

Perkins Home 
Canter

Peter and Theresa 
Majoy

Peter Mulhall
Pete Wilson

Piano Lessons by 
Jane Parker

Piano & Organ 
Lessons by Rob

Pickle Berry Farm
Pickering Farms
Pickering Farm 
Designs

Pierce-Putnam 
Insurance 

Planned Parent-
hood
Powers Guaranteed 
Generators

Pristine Water 
Treatment

Prostyle Painters
R&E Yard 
Grooming

Rabbit Hollow 
Ranch
Radiator Express
Rainy Day Books
Ramsden & Sons
Randallane 
Antiques

Ray’s Camera
Reppucc1 Home 
Repairs

Residents of Athol 
Rd

Residents of 
Boyceville

Residents of Fish 
Hatchery Rd

Residents of 
Fitzwilliam Rd
And Old Home-
stead Hwy

Residents of Taylor 
Hill Rd.

Reverend Nancy 
Collins

Richard P. Drew 
Licensed 

  Land Surveyor
Richmond Ag  
Committee

Richmond 
Blueberries

Richmond 
Blueberry Fiddle 
Festival

Richmond 
Clapboards

Richmond 
Community 
Church

Richmond 
Conservation 

Commission
Richmond 
Country Day Care

Richmond Garden 
Club

Richmond Heritage 
Comm.

Richmond Historical 
Society

Richmond Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors

Richmond Old Home 
Day Association

Richmond Ride 
Share

Richmond’s 
Traycycler

Rick Lewis Real 
Estate

RJ Qualters General 
Contractor

Robin Smith
Rod Randell 
Construction

Rogers Books
Rostislav Eismont 
Design

Rooster Beer
Roto-Rooter Boyd 
Goodell

Rototilling by 
Marcus

Round Robin 
Holiday Tour

Royal Stone Arts 
Foundry
R P McNamara 
Antique 
   Restorations 
Rustic Paintings
Ruth Flanders Book 
Keeping

Ruth Heden
Ryan Goodell 
Realtor

S&S Painting & 
Wallpaper

Sandy Pond Stables
Sandy & Sue 
Laughner

Save Your Bucks 
Store

Savings Bank of 
Walpole

SBC Timeline
Scott Motorsport
Scott’s Feed and 
Garden

Seamstress 
Alterations

Second Generation 
Senior Community 
Service Employment
Sew Perfect
Shamrock Real 
Estate

Shaun Bennett
Shear Sensations
Simple Pleasures
Shir-Roy Camping 
Area

Shoe String 
Trucking & 
Excavation

SLD Precision
Small Animal Care
Smith’s Tack & 
Field

Snow is Coming
Solace
Spinning Wheel
Antiques

Spirit Fiddle
Spiritual Healing
Stillman Rogers
Suburu of Keene
Sunflowers
Sunset View Farm
Susan Doyle Realtor
Swanson Auto Parts
Swanson’s Lumber 
Mill
Swanzey Oil
Tattersall Electric
T K’s Restaurant
Thackston & 
Company

The Aberration 
Continues

The Carriage House
The Competitor’s 
Edge

The Depot Store
The Dump 
Consignment Store

The Fitzwilliam Inn
The Gallery
The Green Woman’s 
Garden
The Herb Barn
The Homestead 
New Hope
The Insurance 
Source

The Itinerant 
Peddler

The Loose Caboose
The Meating Place
The Meeting Place
The Nostalgic 

Weathervane
The Only Mill in 
Town

The Richmond 
Community Church

The Richmond Public 
Library

The Rural 
Preservation 
Committee

The Rustic Table
The Timeline
The Total Package
The Town Barber 
Shop
The Town of 
Richmond NH

The Vintage Rose
The Winchester 
Learning Center 
The Yankee Smuggler
Tigermoth Chris 
Olney
This Old Spouse
Thomas F Parker
Thomas J Hreman 
  Psychotherapist
Thompson Landscap-
ing Co.
Tom Hartkin
Tomilla Bros., Inc
Toad Stool Bookstore
Trader John’s Gun 
Shop

Tranfigured Stone
Transmission 
Builders of NE

Traveling Salon
Triple M Farm
Uptown Subs
VET
Village Barn 
Hardware

Village Hair Salon
Village Pantry
Volunteers Make 
Difference 

Volvo of Keene
W. A. Roy and Sons
Walier Chevrolet 
Oldsmobile
W. Snow Timber 
Harvesting

Wagstaff Electric
Walden Woods & 
Winds
Warm Meals Among 
Friends

Way Back Farm
Welkinwind
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Wes’s Discount 
What a View Farm 
Greenhouse

Wheels 4 Paws
William B Patnode, 
Tax Agent

William Rose
Winchester Learing 
Center

Winchester 
Pharmacy

Windswept 
Mountain 
View  

Christmas Tree Farm
Winchester Video
Winn Win Express 
Chinese 

Restaurant
Wolterbeek & 
Wolterbeek 
Attorneys

Sandy Pond VI:  The Birds   
Shaun Bennett

Aquatic birds, like ducks and geese, come to mind 
when one thinks of birds and water together, but there 
aren't any at Sandy Pond except for migrants which nest 
elsewhere.  A predator of some sort ruined the one duck 
family I ever knew to attempt a nest there.   Nevertheless, 
lots of ducks do stop off on their way to and from 
breeding areas.  Mallards, spectacular Wood Ducks, 
Mergansers, Coots, and lots more show up each year.  
In late August or early September, an occasional Loon 
may be heard in the darkness, and an Osprey may appear 
for an autumn day or so.  I also see Sandpipers early 
enough in the summer for them to be nesting nearby.
 There are also birds which I am sure are nest-
ing somewhere in Town and, depending on the Pond, 
feed themselves and their 
young.  Great Blue Herons 
are regulars, best seen in the 
early morning, although they 
also may appear around dusk.  
At that time, you can hear the 
almost prehistoric croaking 
call as a six-foot wingspread 
glides through the dim 
light on the way in to hunt 
along the shallow shoreline.  
Makes me think of ptero-
dactyls.  Belted Kingfishers 
are not at all concerned 
about stealth; their raucous 
call can be heard throughout 

Woodpecker Crafts
W. Snow Logging
WYRY
Yankee Smuggler
Yantiss Builders
Zitta Refrigeration

the day.  Sometimes, a couple of them may have a 
loud argument.  Kingfishers nest in holes dug in a 
sand bank. For some years, there was a nest within 
a few yards of the Pond.  That area no longer has 
a nest, but the birds still show up regularly to fish.
 My impression is that fewer birds are found here 
than when I first began to pay attention sixty or so years 
ago.  That would be consistent with the known trends 
in bird populations throughout North America where 
scientific organizations, like the Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology, say we have lost fully one third of our 
birds since 1970, about three billion of them.  Let that 
number sink in for a moment:  three billion.  Among 
the leading causes are habitat loss, pesticides and other 
pollution, and - brace yourself - cats.  Some cat lovers 
take offense when this is pointed out.  It seems hard 
to believe that they are such prolific killers, but the 
lowest figure for cat carnage I found was about three 
quarters of a billion birds per year; other sources give 
far higher numbers.  Those who keep cats as pets may 
be relieved to hear that the majority of the slaughter 

is attributable to feral cats, those that have no owners.  
If you have cats, consider making them indoor pets.
 One of the birds I particularly miss around 
Sandy Pond is the Swallow, which was there in multi-
tudes at one time.  Because I wasn't paying Swallows 
much heed in those days, I can't say which one it was, 
but my guess is the Tree Swallow, which, in spring, 
could be seen in swirling flocks over the Pond, feeding 
on insects likely just hatched there.  Later in the sea-
son, it was wonderful to look westward in late afternoon 
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when the sun was at a low angle and the water had a 
mirror-like surface;  swallows skimmed by, snatching 
bugs from the water and making small splashes which 
appeared like little fiery explosions as the sunlight shone 
through them.  I haven't seen more than a few swallows 
in recent decades, but I have had one or two pairs nest 
in Bluebird nest boxes I've placed in fields in the vicin-

ity.  Unfortunately, the boxes, or rather the nestlings in 
them, are now becoming a target for lethal blowflies
 Whippoorwills don't depend on the Pond, as 
far as I know, but they used to come to nearby fields or 
the open area at Camp Wiyaka at night and make their 
famous call.  Heard from a few dozen yards away, it is 
astonishingly loud, and the birds never seemed to be put 
off by my flashlight which would give back a huge yellow 
"eyeshine" reflection.  Haven't heard one in years.  They 
feed by using incredibly acrobatic flying to catch insects 
on the wing.  I can't say whether their decline is related to 
falling insect populations or something like habitat loss.
 While there seem to be relatively few birds that 

are absolutely dependent on water bodies like Sandy 
Pond (Herons, Kingfishers and migrants), there is usu-
ally plenty of action nearby, and it is a good place to see 
birds.  Or hear them.  The Yellow-billed Cuckoo is, in 
my experience, one of our rarest birds, in the sense that I 
have seen it only twice in 60 years.  But, I hear one virtu-
ally every year, calling from the hill on the north side of 
the Pond.  I suspect that its fidelity is to the wooded area, 
not the Pond, but, either way, it's nice to have it there.
 To someone recently arrived at Sandy Pond, it 
appears to be a tranquil, beautiful part of the natural land-
scape.  And, it is. On the other hand, to someone like me 
who knew it half a century ago, there is a lot missing the 
newcomer could not be expected to know about.  Earlier 
Rooster articles about other things that have been lost 
add to this picture.  It makes me wish I had known the 
place as Native Americans did, before the losses began.
 My recollection of what used to be there may 
illustrate what some scientists call a "shifting baseline."  
I remember quite fondly a time in my younger days 
when birds were more abundant, and I think that was 
how things used to be.  But asking my great-grandfa-
ther what he remembered from his youth, could result 
in stories of much greater abundance:  for example, 
with (now extinct) passenger pigeons so numerous, a 
migrating flock could take a day to pass by, obscuring 
the sun as if in an eclipse.  Quite likely, his grandfather 
saw examples of similar or even greater abundance.  
Hence, there is a shifting view or baseline against which 
to compare our current situation, and, little by little, 
each generation loses sight of how great the change is.

Visiting Muralist Barry Faulkner’s Art 
in New Hampshire

Stillman Rogers

A Keene native, muralist Barry Faulkner is best 
known for his massive murals at the National 
Archives in Washington D.C. For much of the 20th 
century, he was this country’s leading mural artist. 
 Less known is the fact that New Hampshire 
houses some fine examples of his work, which the pub-
lic can view in Concord and in his hometown of Keene. 
 Barry Faulkner was born in Keene in 1881 and 
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soon found himself in the midst of a group of the coun-
try’s preeminent artists. Abbot H. Thayer, the portraitist, 
naturalist and originator of the theory of protective col-
oration in birds and animals, was his first cousin. His 
college roommate at Harvard was Homer Saint-Gaudens, 
son of the famed sculptor whose home and studio in 
Cornish, N.H., are now a National Historical Park. 
 When he was sixteen, Faulkner studied art with 
his cousin, Abbott H. Thayer, in Dublin. After his fresh-
man year at Harvard, he spent the summer working with 
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens in Cornish, then left to 
travel to Italy with Thayer. By 1902, he was back in New 
York studying art and drawing for Century magazine.
 In 1907, he left the Unites States to study art 
in Italy with George de Forest Brush, in a friend-
ship which lasted for decades. Barry’s reputation as a 
muralist grew, starting with a commission for several 
large murals in the Washington Irving High School, 
then Sea Charts of the World for Cunard Lines, and 
murals for the Eastman Theater in Rochester, NY. 
 In 1932, his 80-foot mosaic, Intelligence 
Awakening Mankind, was unveiled at the west 
entrance of the new RCA Building at Rockefeller 
Center.  In 1934, he completed two large murals for

 the National Archives building in Washington D.C., 
The Constitution and Declaration of Independence.
 But, you don’t have to leave New Hampshire 
to appreciate the art of Barry Faulkner. The Historical 
Society of Cheshire County at 246 Main Street in 

Keene, has some fine examples of his work. Contact by 
phone at (603) 352-1895 or email at www.hsccnh.org.
 These examples include the large 1955 
mural, Advent of the Railroad, 1848, originally done 
for a local bank, which hangs in the Society’s hall-
way. The Society also has his full color study for the
1932 mural, Intelligence Awakening Mankind, men-
tioned above. A small conference room at the front 
of the building contains fine drawings and water-
colors given to the Society by Faulkner’s family. 
 Almost across Main Street from the Historical 
Society, the Elliot mansion, now a part of Keene 
State College, contains an elegant spiral staircase 
bearing a Faulkner mural of village life in the nine-
teenth century. It depicts early downtown Keene, 
its streets shaded by huge elm trees. Another major 
work is in the lobby of the Bank of America on 
Central Square where his three mural panels enti-
tled Men of Monadnock are in their original places.
 The other works by Barry Faulkner in New 
Hampshire are in the Senate Chamber of the State 
Capitol in Concord. Installed in 1942, these panels 
depict The First Commencement of Dartmouth College; 
Daniel Webster, as a boy, reading the U.S. Constitution; 
Artist Abbott Thayer and his friends in Thayer’s 
Studio; and General John Stark preparing for Battle.
 The subjects of these paintings have interesting 
Cheshire County connections.  Dartmouth College was 
formed in a meeting of the school’s incorporators in the 
Wyman Tavern on Keene’s Main Street, now a museum. 
Abbott Thayer, himself a famed painter, had a summer 
home in Dublin. Daniel Webster, who was born in New 

Detail of Barry Faulkner Radio City Hall Mural,  
Cheshire County Historical Society
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Hampshire and grew up in a town now named Webster, 
very probably appeared as a lawyer in Cheshire County 
Courts. Revolutionary hero, General John Stark, led 
County Court judges into the city when the judges 
were afraid to open court during Shay’s Rebellion.

Allen Lot, Site of the Old Richmond 
Fairgrounds,

To Be Retained by Town
Fran Heap

During the April 12th Selectmen’s Meeting, several 
community members asked the Selectmen not to sell the 
53 acre Allen Lot, Map 201, Lot 05, located just north 
of the Four-Corners.  Once known as the “Richmond 
Fairgrounds”, housing a baseball field, stage, bleachers, 
outhouses, concession stand and a pulpit for poten-
tial political candidates to discuss their agendas. The 
Fairgrounds were destroyed in the 1938 hurricane and 
left to return to nature. The request, spearheaded by 
Kim Mattson, who spoke in depth of the quality of the 
parcel, its history, and the adverse effect of large res-
idential developments upon taxpayers, was supported 
by the Conservation Commission, represented by Dick 
Drew.   The Conservation Commission presented a let-
ter, dated April 9, 2021, to the Selectmen, noting the 
parcel:
• is centrally located for municipal use;
• provides space for future government expansion 

and recreation;
• was timbered in 2015 under a professional forestry 

management plan, allowing for future sustainable 
forest resources;

• has historical value.
Further, letters supporting not selling the property due 
to its rich history were written by Jerry Miles of the 
Richmond Historical Society (“RHS”), Hank Hallas 
(formerly of RHS) and John Lewis, Library Trustee, 
and presented to the Selectmen.
 The Allen Lot had been sold to the Town of 
Richmond for approximately one dollar, back in 1935.  
The Selectmen, who had not gone beyond the stage of 
considering whether to put the town-owned property to 
bid, expressed their appreciation of learning the history 

of the parcel and unanimously voted not to put the land 
up for sale.  The Selectmen did warn that they are con-
sidering selling other large tracts of land in Richmond.

Weatherize your Home with a Button-up 
Zoom Event!

Susan Opal

The Richmond Energy Committee is planning on 
writing an article for the Rooster each month to 
share some of the energy efficiency projects going 
on around Cheshire County and give you ideas for 
using new efficient Heat Pumps and more! This May 
4th is very special because the Keene Clean Energy 
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Committee is having a “Button-up Zoom Event!”. 
 By weatherizing your home, you can make your 
home more energy-efficient and more comfortable. 
The Audits and Weatherization Program finds ways 
to save money and help the environment by improv-
ing our home’s energy efficiency. The Home Heating 
Index tool is an easy, online way to determine if your 
home qualifies for an audit that can ultimately help you 
earn energy efficiency incentives and rebates as part 

of the NHSaves Audits and Weatherization Program. 
 A l o n g  w i t h  t h e s e  m e a n i n g -
ful incentives, the program offers access to 
established contractors and low-interest financ-
ing which contribute to savings of up to $8,000 in 
rebates on overall improvement costs.  Please go to:
https://nhsaves.com/programs/energy-audits-weath-
erization for reducing energy costs, protecting our 
environment, and making the communities of New 
Hampshire more sustainable. This program has been 
implemented in all of New England and, now, NH 
utilities are fully funding it. NHSaves’ utility part-
ners offer a wide variety of rebates on the products 
and technologies which help New Hampshire homes, 
businesses and towns save on new, energy-efficient 
equipment, energy saving upgrades, and new con-
struction that meets ENERGY STAR® standards. 
 The Richmond Energy Committee was 
started in 2007 by a small group of renewable energy 
enthusiasts interested in networking and learn-
ing about sustainable building and applications. 
 We hope to have more people join us, if you are 
interested, you can email me at susanopalwyatt@gmail.
com.

Library News
Wendy O’Brien

We are pleased to announce that we will be open for 
in-person browsing on May 1st!  Masks are required.
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“Peace in the World” Traveling Exhibit
We are pleased to announce that we are once again 
hosting an exhibition of children’s art from the Fermata 
Foundation.  This month’s exhibition features the 
United States premiere of a wonderful collection all the 
way from Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  We would love to have 
you come in and sign the guest book to let these kids 
know how much we appreciate their beautiful art and 
efforts towards peace in the former Soviet republics.  
The Book Shed
“Take what you want, pay what you can,” is the motto 
of our Book Shed.  Come browse gently used books, 
CD’s and DVD’s which change monthly.  The Book 
Shed is open in good weather during regular library 
hours. We are also seeking donations for both the 
shed and our Library collections.  Feel free to drop 
them off inside the Library during our open hours.

Tails to Tales
This year’s summer reading program is all about 
animals!  The kick-off to our program will be with 
the Parks and Recreation Committee on June 19th 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Then, starting on June 
23rd, come join us at the Pavilion on Wednesdays 
at 10:00 a.m. as we dive down to the ocean floor, go 
on safari, and even investigate microscopic crea-
tures.  We are looking forward to keeping those 
reading skills sharp over the summer with your kids!
Kids Craft Kits
We will continue to offer craft kits throughout 
the month of May.  Make a flower to give a loved 
one on Mother’s Day, celebrate Bird and Train 
Days, and make a Memorial Day star necklace.
New Titles
Sunflower Sisters, Martha Hall Kelly
We Begin at the End, Chris Whitaker
Strongheart, Jim Fergus
The Other Emily, Dean Koontz
The Bounty. Janet Evanovich
The Committed, Viet Thanh Nguyen
Win, Harlan Coben
Fast Ice, Clive Cussler
The Rose Code, Kate Quinn

Town Clerk Report
Karen O’Brien

Becoming Town Clerk is a real eye-opening process. 
All the training in the world doesn’t truly prepare 
you for the realities of what kinds of issues come up 
with seemingly simple transactions:  things which 
cause the process to screech to a halt. A document 
unsigned, an error in a registration or title applica-
tion, not enough supporting documents; there a host 
of things to trip up what should be a straightforward 
application. One of the documents I’ve encountered 
regularly that is often improperly filled out is the Bill 
of Sale. While there is no reason to hire a lawyer to do 
this, there are requirements everyone needs to become 
aware of so that you can register your vehicle easily.

 A Bill of Sale is a legally binding doc-
ument which proves that a vehicle – be it car, 
trailer, motorcycle, etc. - has been properly trans-
ferred between two parties. It is used most often 
with older vehicles and through private parties. 
To conform to NH State Law RSA 261:148, III, a Bill 
of Sale for a motor vehicle must include the following 
information:
• The date of the sale
• A detailed description of the vehicle, including:

     Make;
     Model;
     Color;
     Vehicle identification number;
     Model year;
     Year of manufacture;
     Type of body;
     Number of cylinders.

• Name, signature and legal address (no PO Box) of 
purchaser

• Name, signature and legal address (no PO Box) of 
seller

 There are no shortcuts here. If any of the above 
information is missing (with the exception of cylinders 
on trailers), you will not be able to register your vehi-
cle, even if it is title exempt. You may also be required 
to provide other documents, such as a VIN verifica-
tion form, depending on the situation. You can find 
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more information at: https://www.dmv.nh.gov/ There 
are also lots of forms available for free online if you 
want to have a more professional looking document.

Town Clerk Office Calendar for May
Open     Mon. & Wed.:  9 a.m. – Noon;  1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Open     Thurs. 8 a.m. - Noon
Closed   Mon., May 31st, in observance of Memorial     
   Day

Parks and Recreation
Karen Daugherty

Here are some pictures from the Easter Egg Hunt in 
April.  It was a great day for it.

 May 1st is Roadside Clean Up!  You can pick up 
trash bags and gloves at the library starting the weekend 
of April 24th.  Please clean up the trash on and near your 

property.  Leave the trash bags along Routes 32 and 119 
on May 1st only. Please have them out before 3 p.m.  
 We are pleased to announce that we 
will be collaborating with the library again for 
Summer Reading Kick-off, picnic, and tie-
dye party in June.  We hope to see you there!

May 1st, 2021     Richmond Roadside Clean-up
June 19th 2021,  11a.m.-1p.m.   

Summer Picnic & Tie Dye Party at 
the Pavilion

August 2021      “Back to School” Party
September/October 2021               

Collaborative event with  Harvest 
Festival and  Agricultural Fair

December 2021   Movie at Takodah
January 2022       Winter Even

SPRING CRAFT FAIR 
SATURDAY, MAY 8TH, 9 A.M. – 2 P.M.

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, 92 WILSON ST., KEENE
Join us on Mother’s Day weekend to shop outdoors from 
an array of great local New England craft vendors. We 
will also have lunch (hot dogs, burgers, chips, drinks) 
and baked goods for sale, and a raffle of items from all 
vendors. It will be a fun way to spend time with Mom 
on her special weekend, and you can shop for Mom too! 
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SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST 

UPDATE
Pam Bielunis

Every 10 years, the State of New Hampshire does 
an update (purge) of the Voter Checklists, and 2021 
is the year. Anyone who has NOT voted in any elec-
tion in the past four years will receive a letter and be 
removed from the official Richmond, NH Alpha Voters 
Checklist. In order to be placed back on Richmond’s 
voter list, you will need to re-register as if you were 
a new voter.  That means you will need to bring proof 
of I.D., age, citizenship, and domicile (e.g., driver’s 
license, passport, birth certificate, bill or proof that 
you live in Richmond). There are 107 individuals on 
Richmond’s Alpha Voters Checklist who have not 
voted in the past four years and will be receiving a let-
ter.  Some of these people may have moved out of town, 
and we were not notified. Others are individuals who 
still reside in town, but have not voted in the past four 

years (since April 1, 2017). This process begins April 
1, 2021 and will be completed by September 1, 2021. 
Letters will be sent out in the first week of May 2021.
 We are asking those individuals who 
want to re-register to please attend one of our 
Special Supervisor’s Meetings (please bring 
proof of I.D., age, citizenship and domicile). 
The Special Supervisor’s Meetings will be held: 

Thursday, June 10, 7-8 p.m. at the Vets Hall;
Tuesday, July 13, 3-5 p.m. at the Town Hall;
Saturday, August 21, 10-11 a.m. at the Vets Hall;

The next election will be March 2022, and indi-
viduals may also re-register at that time or any 
election or Supervisor’s meeting in the future.
 If you have any questions, please 
contact Pam Bielunis at (603) 239-6498.

B R O A D B A N D  I M P R O V E M E N T I N 
SOUTHWEST NH: A TEAM EFFORT

Henry Underwood

In 2019, Chesterfield was the first. In 2020, five more 
followed: Dublin, Harrisville, Rindge, Walpole, and 
Westmoreland. This year, sixteen New Hampshire 
communities are poised to enter into public-private 
partnerships to expand broadband access and modern-
ize infrastructure: Charlestown, Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, 
Goshen, Greenfield, Jaffrey, Langdon, Marlborough, 
Marlow, Peterborough, Roxbury, Salisbury, Sullivan, 
Temple, Troy, and Unity. In total, the projects amount 
to well over $40 million in investment. What do these 
communities have in common? They have agreed that 
public-private partnerships are an effective way to 
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address their broadband needs. In each case, they’ve 
used a unique combination of municipal bonding, 
combined with a monthly fee on subscribers to make 
payments on the bond. The majority of communi-
ties this year chose to partner with Consolidated 
Communications. “Public-private partnerships are cost 
effective, mutually beneficial and ensure individuals, 
families and small businesses have access to critical 
services,” said Jeff McIver, consumer product manager 
at Consolidated Communications. “At Consolidated, 
our willingness to work directly with local towns and 
their leaders to upgrade and improve their broadband 
service allows us to deliver exactly what communities 
need and want with minimal to no impact on taxes.” 
But other providers, especially ones with some pres-
ence in a community are ready to improve service 
as funding comes available – be it through munic-
ipal bonds, federal programs or stimulus funding.
 The other notable fact about municipal broad-
band infrastructure improvement proposals this year 
is that there is a continued focus in Southwest New 
Hampshire. Factors at play are numerous: longstanding 
disparities in service quality compared to other parts of 
the State (see online map of data from Measurement Lab 
at arcg.is/X0W5C); changes to State legislation clarify-
ing the use of general obligation bonds for broadband 
infrastructure; and willingness on behalf of the region’s 
largest provider and others to modernize. However, 
the biggest reason for this success story in Southwest 
NH are the many communities and volunteers who 
have made it possible. Municipal staff and volunteers 
follow a rigorous public process involving research, 

education, law, financing, and more. And they continue 
to lead their communities beyond implementation.
 The Southwest Region Planning Commission 
(SWRPC) has helped with this process going back to 
the adoption of the region’s first ever Broadband Plan in 
2015 (available at swrpc.org/broadband/plan). In many 
ways, this process helped to lay the foundation for the 
broadband improvements we see happening today. And 
many of those involved in this work have done so by 
assisting neighboring communities and as participants 
of the Monadnock Broadband Group, an informal coa-
lition of municipal officials, practitioners and other 
stakeholders with interest in understanding and coor-
dinating relative to broadband issues in Southwest NH. 
Over the years, conversations have ranged from state 
and federal legislative updates and exploring regional 
models in broadband improvement - everything from 
Vermont’s communication union districts and planning 
grants to the FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund to 
New Hampshire’s infrastructure bonding process and 
“The Chesterfield Model.” “We have appreciated the 
opportunity to act as convener and facilitator of meaning-
ful dialog related to broadband issues and information. 
We are thrilled to see the real and tangible progress and 
results of the many partners that made this possible,” said 
Henry Underwood, GIS Specialist/Planner at SWRPC.
 Among the most notable accomplishments 
in the last year has been the development of the 
Monadnock Region Broadband Implementation Guide 
available at swrpc.org/broadband/resources – a play-
book for communities seeking better internet service. 
The guide outlines a step-by-step process and focuses 
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on the public private partnership first used by the Town 
of Chesterfield in 2018. “The Guide synthesizes the 
knowledge and experience of local broadband cham-
pions,” said Todd Horner, Planner at SWRPC. “The 
Monadnock Region has benefited from the efforts of 
volunteers who have acted as trailblazers on this issue. 
The Guide aims to document those efforts so that 
other communities don’t need to reinvent the wheel.”
 SWRPC will continue to be a resource by con-
tinuing to support the region’s communities through the 
Monadnock Broadband Group as well as other avenues. 
SWRPC’s ongoing ability to serve in this capacity has 
been made possible in part through support from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
and the U.S. Economic Development Administration.
 To receive meeting announcements for 
Monadnock Broadband Group meetings, please 
write to Henry Underwood at hunderwood@swrpc.
org or Todd Horner at thorner@swrpc.org (or call 
603-357-0557). SWRPC’s broadband planning 
resources are available at swrpc.org/broadband.

New App Launches on World Water Day, 
Aids Connecticut River Paddlers 

Greenfield, MA – A new smartphone app will launch 
on World Water Day, March 22, to help paddlers nav-
igate the Connecticut River, particularly for multi-day 
paddles. The Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail (CRPT) 
is a unique, water-based trail that includes a series 
of primitive campsites and river access points span-
ning 400+ miles of the Connecticut River through 
NH, VT, MA and CT. CRPT is managed by a col-
laborative of more than 30 nonprofit organizations 
and state agencies, including the Connecticut River 
Conservancy (CRC), the Appalachian Mountain Club, 
and the Vermont River Conservancy. Those inter-
ested in downloading the app can find it in CRC’s 
online store at www.ctriver.org/shop, or search 
“Guthook Guides” in your smartphone app store.  
 “We chose to launch this new app on World 
Water Day, a day where people around the world 
recognize the importance of water in our lives,” 
says Gabriel Chevalier, CRPT Coordinator. “The 

Connecticut River is the longest river in New England 
and enriches our lives in many ways. It offers many 
recreational opportunities that promote healthy com-
munities and boost local economies. This new app 
offers paddlers an easy-to use digital paddling guide to 
navigate the CRPT campgrounds, access points, rap-
ids and other resources along the Connecticut River.” 
 Proceeds from the $9.99 app and waterproof 

printed maps are used to fund trail stewardship proj-
ects. The app was developed in partnership with 
Atlas/Guthook Guides, who offer similar app-based 
guides for other well-known trails like the Long Trail 
and the Appalachian Trail. The Connecticut River 
Paddlers’ Trail map is available as an in-app pur-
chase in the Guthook Guides app, a free download 
from the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store.  
 The Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail is man-
aged by a collaborative of organizations, guided by a 
shared vision. Partners assist with trail planning and 
development, building and stewarding primitive camp-
sites, improving access points and portage trails, and 
disseminating information to visitors. Campsite devel-
opment, as well as ongoing stewardship, is carried out 
by volunteers, scout troops, and youth stewardship 
corps who work together to mitigate the impacts of rec-
reation use.
To learn more, visit www.connecticutriverpaddler-
strail.org.
Kathy Urffer, River Steward
Connecticut River Conservancy 
PO Box 6219 | Brattleboro, VT 05302 | www.ctriver.org
802-258-0413 | kurffer@ctriver.org 

Part-Time Garden Help Needed: 
An ambitious and physically 
healthy individual who is willing 
to learn about gardening in a 
more old fashioned and nature 
conscious way would be well 
appreciated. 

Interested persons may reach Suzen Perry at 
natureigns@gmail.com.
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POPPY SEED POTATO SALAD
Terri O’Rorke

3 lbs. red potatoes, sliced                       
1/4 C. each, chicken broth and white wine
1/4 C. white wine vinegar                        
3 Tbsp. Dijon mustard
1 Tbsp. poppy seeds                               
pinch of sugar
1/2 C. olive oil                                        
salt and pepper to taste                 

Cook sliced red potatoes in salted simmering water about 
eight minutes. Drain.  Then, toss with chicken broth and 
white wine; let sit five minutes. Whisk together white 
wine vinegar, Dijon mustard, poppy seeds and sugar in a 
bowl; whisk olive oil, salt and pepper. Toss with the pota-
toes. Then, chill two hours. Top with chives. Serves six.

HAPPY MEMORIAL 
DAY, RICHMOND!

COAL’S INCREDIBLE JOURNEY – 
PART I:

Coal Takes a Stroll
Fran Heap

My husband and I moved to Richmond in July 2019, 
complete with our entourage of cats, one of whom was 
Coal.  Coal and his two littermates, Clyde and Cleo, 
shared a heated room in our basement connected to a 
“catio”, a screened-in enclosure below our farmer’s 
porch.  One would think living the feline high life in 
such luxury would give any cat pause (or should I say, 
“paws”?) about taking off, but my cats had other ideas.  
By the next summer, Cleo had figured out how to yank 
out the mesh at the bottom of the catio door, and the boys 

would follow her outside.  We planned to fix the door, but 
waited a few days too many.  On July 3rd, by the time we 
rounded up the escapees, Coal was nowhere to be found.
 A frantic search ensued.  My husband and I 
combed the wooded acres of our property for hours.  I 
printed out Lost posters with Coal’s photo on them; my 
husband drove to the 25 closest mail boxes to deposit 
them.  He met some of our neighbors, all of whom were 
sympathetic, including one kind man who would feed 
stray cats.  How we hoped Coal would make it to his 
house or to the house of someone equally compassion-
ate!  Our days of searching and calling for Coal turned 
into a week.  Our worst fears Coal had met an untimely 
end in the jaws of a coyote or fox seemed likely; we 
reproached ourselves for failing to fix the catio door 
and underestimating the wildlife of New Hampshire. 

[Next month:  Coal’s Incredible Journey – Part II: Coal 
and the Multi-Peepered Web Creature]

DOG LOST FROM WHIPPLE HILL 
ROAD IN RICHMOND

Black male lab mix, named “Nugget”, with nose & one 
sleeve spotted black & white.  Please call Monadnock 
Humane Society at (603) 352-9011 if you have infor-
mation to share and mention “ID 1241.”  Thank you.

Monadnock Humane Society Appreciates 
Your Targeted Donations

MHS, which provides for the well-being of animals in 
Cheshire County, has a current need of monetary gifts 
towards the repair and maintenance of its aging build-
ing, as well as for specialized veterinary care for animals 
requiring unusual medical treatment.  If you wish to tar-
get your gift to either of these initiatives, please write 
either “Building Fund” or “Special Vet Care Fund” in 
the memo of your check to MHS and mail it to MHS, 
101 W. Swanzey Rd., Swanzey, NH  03446.  Thank you!
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EAT YOUR WEEDS
Karen O’Brien

May brings more than flowers – it also brings weeds. 
But, before you pull or till them out, a little education is 
in order. Why not use them at your dinner table? There 
are many pernicious weeds that are actually quite tasty, 
full of nutrients, and best of all – free! Just be sure of 
your identification, and then get ready for a gastro-
nomic treat. Remember whenever using wild plants or 
weeds, do not collect them from areas that have been 
sprayed or are too close to the road where they can 
pick up heavy metals from car exhaust, road salt, etc.
 One of the first edibles which comes to mind 
is the DANDELION (Taraxacum officinale), that 
hardy yellow flower that everyone tries to eradicate 
from the yard. But, before it flowers, the dandelion is a 
spring green that is full of nutrients. A quick check on 
Google let me know that the greens serve as an excel-
lent source of Vitamins A, C, and K. They also contain 
Vitamin E, folate, and small amounts of other B vita-
mins and can provide a substantial amount of several 
minerals, including iron, calcium, magnesium, and 
potassium. Some people like them raw, but they may 
be a little too bitter for your taste. To use as a substi-
tute for kale, you should soak the dandelion greens 
in cold water with a little salt for 10 minutes. Drain, 
and cook in a large pot of boiling, salted water – about 
three to four minutes until tender. The root has been 
used as a coffee substitute, and the flowers make a 
tasty wine. Or try this recipe from ediblewildfood.com:

DANDELION FRITTERS
4 cups of fresh picked (washed) dandelion flowers
Note: I would remove most of the green part of the 
flower  stem as it can be bitter.
2 cups flour
2 eggs
2 cups milk

Mix the milk, flour and eggs and beat until blended 
well. Warm some olive oil in a skillet on the stove 
(keep at medium heat). Holding the underneath of 
the flowers, dip into the batter until totally covered in 
the fritter batter.  Then, place into skillet, flower side 
down.  Once they are brown, flip and brown the other 
side. If need be, continue flipping until the batter coat-
ing is light brown. Remove from oil and allow excess 
oil to soak onto a towel or paper towel.  Eat plain or 
drizzle with maple syrup, honey, or even roll them in 
icing sugar while they are still warm.  Be creative – 
add your favorite spices or herbs to the fritter batter!
 
Another early weed is CHICKWEED (Stellaria media). 
This delicate looking herb is nevertheless very hardy, 

down to 10 degrees. Nutritious for both us and chick-
ens, it likes cooler temperatures and so tends to be a 
spring and fall edible. A, D, B complex, C, rutin (a 
bioflavinoid), calcium, potassium, phosphorus, zinc, 
manganese, sodium, copper, iron, and silica are some 
of its attributes. In comparison with spinach, chickweed 
holds up extremely well as a source of iron. You do need 
lots, as it is small and of little substance, but it can be 
cooked or eaten raw in salads. Many herbalists use it 
in skin salves and lotions for its healing properties.

 LAMBS QUARTERS (Chenopodium album) is 
delicious raw in salads or cooked like spinach, and this 
tasty treat has Vitamins A, C, and B’s, calcium, iron, 
and phosphorus. Quinoa, a related species, is a hot com-
modity right now, as a source of protein for vegetarians. 
Use Quinoa in moderation as it contains oxalic acid. 
Formerly thought to be of European origin, as are many 
of our “weeds,” recent archaeological studies show 
that the seeds were stored and used by the American 
Blackfoot Indians during the sixteenth century. Lamb’s 
Quarters is a purifying plant that helps to restore healthy 
nutrients to poor quality soil. It also contains oxalic 
acid, but cooking removes that somewhat. It can be 
dried or the leaves blanched and frozen for use during 
the winter months. The underside of the leaves is cov-
ered by a whitish film, which is made up of mineral salts 
from the soil and indicative of its mineral-rich value. 
Often, the leaves will taste salty and therefore make 
quite a nutritious salt replacement or addition to dishes. 
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 PURSLANE (Portulaca oleracea) is a small 
creeping succulent plant, which shows up in disturbed 
areas, clinging to the ground with a vengeance. Easy to 
pull, you may want to consider letting some of it grow. 
It has a slightly sour lemony taste and is good in salads, 
boiled, or pickled. It is one of the only plant sources 
of Omega 3 fatty acids. Purslane is somewhat crunchy. 
Some people liken it to watercress or spinach, and it 
can substitute for spinach in many recipes. Young, 
raw leaves and stems are tender and are good in sal-
ads and sandwiches. They can also be lightly steamed 
or stir-fried. Purslane’s high level of pectin (known to 
lower cholesterol) thickens soups and stews. The leaves 
can also be used as a poultice to burns, wounds, and 
sore eyes. I have grown a variety of purslane which 
has larger leaves and flowers, and it sowed itself suc-
cessfully the following year. This is one rugged plant!

 PIGWEED (Amaranthus spp.) A common weed, 
pigweed has a bad rap. Amaranths are nutritionally supe-
rior plants:  the seeds have better amino acid balance 

than any other vegetable protein. They contain lysine, 
which is often lacking in plant proteins, and are rich in 
vitamins, calcium, phosphorus, and iron. The leaves are 
rich in protein, Vitamins A & C, calcium, and iron. As 
with many weeds, they contain oxalic acid, so eat in mod-
eration. They are native to parts of North America and 
thrive in hot weather, tolerate drought, respond to high 
levels of available nutrients, and have adapted to avoid 
shading through rapid stem elongation. They compete 
aggressively against warm season crops, and reproduce 
by prolific seed production, as do many of our weeds. 
The good thing is when Pigweed is small, it is easy to 
pull if it is growing where you don’t want it to grow. 
Another interesting recipe from ediblewildfood.com:

PURSLANE and PIGWEED PIZZA
Purslane and pigweed are at their best when made into 
this gluten-free pizza. The addition of garden herbs 
makes this a healthy meal.
1 (wide) zucchini, cut into 16 four mm slices 
1/2 cup finely chopped pigweed
1/2 cup finely chopped purslane
2 Tbsp. each of basil, oregano, thyme (finely chopped)
Pesto (homemade or store bought)
Grated mozzarella or cheddar cheese
Garlic powder (or garlic salt)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Place zucchini slices 
onto parchment paper covered baking sheet. Cover each 
slice with homemade or store-bought pesto.  Distribute 
the chopped purslane and pigweed evenly on each 
slice. Then, do the same with the fresh chopped garden 
herbs. If you do not have fresh herbs, halve the quan-
tity if using dried. Sprinkle on the garlic powder. (Using 
fresh chopped garlic is also an option.) Sprinkle as little 
or as much cheese as you desire on the top. If adding 
cherry tomatoes, place under or on top of the cheese.
Bake 12 minutes. If desired, after baking, crisp up 
the cheese under the broiler for a minute or two.
 

 So, to sum up, those nasty weeds can also be 
quite tasty and become part of your cuisine. You can 
buy expensive salad mixes or sprouts or you can 
delve into the delights of foraging in your own back 

NOW GROWING IN
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yard. Just remember to know what you pick and eat, 
try a small amount at first, and then enjoy the expe-
rience of a more sustainable life. Happy pickin’!  

An Old Friend:  In the Company of Flowers
[Editor’s note:  the Richmond Rooster is deeply 

indebted to Mary Schofield; she has faithfully adver-
tised In the Company of Flowers with the Rooster 

since the paper’s inception.  
On the day of our visit, we were touched to see the 

latest edition of our paper on her desk.  Ever a good 
sport, Mary even agreed to pose with a metal rooster 

sculpture for us!] 

In the Company of Flowers was opened almost three 
decades ago at 88 Main Street in Keene, where it 
has been ever since.  A full-service florist, special-
izing in arrangements for weddings and funerals, the 
shop also carries a diverse line of local and imported 
goods for adults and children.  Its owner, Mary 
Schofield, regularly visits New York City’s Gift 
Show, seeking  fresh items to add to the inventory.  
Mary’s story is the Great American Success Story…
 More than 30 years ago, Mary Schofield was 
hired as a cashier at the old IGA Supermarket in Keene.  
It did not take long for her supervisors to realize her 
knowledge of plants was something special:  Mary was 
quickly promoted to running the Floral Department.  She 
was crushed, however, when the IGA finally closed, and 
she was left scrambling for a job.  Friends who knew her 
work ethic offered her a summer gig, managing their 
shop on Nantucket for several years.  Mary’s son was 
only 14 at the time; she did not want to move him from 
their home in Richmond.  She took her business expe-
rience and opened up a small florist shop, also on Main 
Street.  Business soon was “blooming”, and Mary needed 
to expand.  When the former Melody music store moved 
out, Mary moved into what is now “In the Company of 

Flowers”.   A hands-on person, Mary has no computer 
in the store, but her customers do not seem to mind.  
She considers herself blessed to have such “nice clien-
tele”.  We, at the Rooster, suspect the feeling is mutual! 

A New Friend:  
Books by Barbara and Tim Rogers

[Editor’s note: we asked the Rogers, new advertisers, 
to introduce themselves to our readers and they did.]
When Barbara and Tim Rogers first moved to 
Richmond, they opened an herb business, Herbitage 
Farm, and Barbara wrote a monthly column for Yankee 
Magazine, called “The Forgotten Arts”.  Yankee asked 
her to expand on some of the columns for a book enti-
tled, Yankee Home Crafts, and that was followed by 
several books on herbs, gardening and country living.
 While researching these, the couple began 
writing articles about their travels, and soon those 
also led them to writing travel books. New Hampshire 
Off the Beaten Path highlights lesser-known places 
and attractions in the state, and Natural Wonders 
of Vermont is a guide to waterfalls, wildlife, geo-
logical features and environmental attractions. 
 Tim’s interest in history inspired him to write 
It Happened in New Hampshire, featuring events that 
shaped the state, along with some lighter incidents that 
bring history to life. In all, Tim and Barbara have written 
more than 35 books, including a series introducing chil-
dren to other countries in the world. They have contributed 
to others, including the latest Frommer’s New England.
 “Our storage shelves are overflowing,” Barbara 
says, “So we are selling our spare copies at cost or less – 
and wonder why we bought so many of each new book!” 
They list a different group of them in each month’s ad 
in the Rooster; “These are new books in mint condition 
and make good gifts,” Barbara adds. For a complete list, 
phone (603) 239-6231 or email rogerswrite@gmail.com.

photo by Alan Conklin
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 Hiking on Discontinued Greenwoods Road
Carol Jameson

Greenwoods Road is located in southeast Richmond.  It 
runs east from Athol Road (Route 32).  There are many 
hikes that start on Greenwoods Road:  the M&M Trail 
crosses here, and there are other discontinued roads that 
start here, such as Monument Road and the Falls Road.  
For this hike, we walked the length of Greenwoods Road 
that has been discontinued for more than a century, to 
where it meets the southern tip of Tully Brook Road. The 
walk is an easy out-and-back hike of about 2 1/4 miles, 
all on a rough and rutted but walkable old dirt road.   
 We parked at the large dilapidated barn that 
marks the last house and the end of the traveled portion 
of Greenwoods Road.  Turn left just before the barn; 

this is the old (now discontinued) Greenwoods Road.  
Straight ahead would put you on the Falls Road south 
to Massachusetts.  The walk on the discontinued por-
tion of the road from here is a steady and very gentle 
downhill slope throughout with a very slight elevation 
change of under 100 feet.  We saw many signs of wild-
life:  tracks of deer, coyote and bobcat.  We spotted a 
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sharp-shinned hawk overhead.  Midway through the 
hike, we saw evidence of stone walls to our left and a 
cellar hole on the left side of the road, on a slight rise, 
surrounded by myrtle.  There is a network of logging 
roads to the right which we have explored on other days, 
looking for a cemetery we are told is there, near the 
brook, though we have not yet been able to find it.  Tully 
Brook appeared on our right after about 2/3 of a mile.  
The road can be washed out here, but it was dry today.  
 It was late March when we did this walk.  We 
had tried a week earlier and had to turn back because 
the ice and snow were too deep for walking, even with 
microspikes, weeks after other parts of Richmond 

had become passible.  Greenwoods Road is in a cold 
pocket; snow and ice generally persist for days or weeks 
after it has melted in many other parts of Richmond.
 The road ends at a narrow bridge over Tully 
Brook which meets the southern end of Tully Brook 
Road.  We continued on Tully Brook Road for a 
short distance to walk a trail down to Tully Brook 
on the left side of Tully Brook Road.  There is a 
lovely mill site here.  We saw lots of yellow birch, 
beech, soft maple and hemlock next to the brook.

Are Special Interests Running Our 
Legislature?

To the Editor,
 HB 341 was recommended “Inexpedient 
to Legislate” (ITL) by a vote of 10-9.
 Write to the full House asking them to vote 
YES on ITL of HB 341:   nhhouse@leg.state.nh.us
 We’ve seen many similar bills that 
attempt to ‘urbanize’ rural towns in NH by favor-
ing high-density construction over single-family 
homes. These bills should be sent to the trash bin.
At HB 341’s hearing, two out-of-state lobbyists 
were allowed to testify in favor; one from Virginia, 
another from Portland, Oregon. They are indica-
tive of the strong national push espousing the ‘new 
urbanist’ scam, which is based on the idea peo-
ple do not want to own their own homes and that 
parking is not needed as cars will just ‘go away’. 
 The full list of lobbyists is available on the State 
website.

Rototilling & Driveways

cnldisposal@gmail.com
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 There is no assurance that ‘urbanization’ will 
result in affordable housing, or that people will cease 
using cars. 
 Homeowners, especially those who cher-
ish the rural flavor of small-town NH, should 
be troubled by out-of-staters with an agenda 
attempting to influence what happens in NH.  
 This is why it is important to write to the 
Committees as they examine the bills, and further, 
to write to the full House and Senate to ask them to 
vote to support or oppose those recommendations.
 Peterborough NH residents were smart. They 
are glad that the citizens petitioned, and then voted, to 
have an elected Planning Board.  Every Planning Board 
should be elected. And lobbyists should be sent packing.
 Jane Aitken
 Bedford, NH

[Editor’s Note:  Both District 12 representatives, Barry 
Faulkner and Jennie Gomarlo, were contacted by the 
Rooster about this bill.  Of the two, only Representative 
Gomarlo responded, advising that HB 341 is effec-
tively stalled by its “Inexpedient to Legislate” status.]

Ashuelot Brewing Company Announcement
Ashuelot Brewing Company at 101 Old County Road 
closed permanently on March 1, 2021, due to insur-
ance and property issues.  We at the Rooster are sorry 
to see this Richmond business go: the owner, Bryce, 
was known for his hospitality and his great brew.

“Free to Thee” Returns!

The Rooster is resurrecting “Free to Thee”, its printed 
version of Freecycle.  Anyone wishing to give away 
an item may place a free advertisement, three lines 
or less, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.  
The ad must include a description of the item and 
the telephone number or email address of the giver. 
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